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LIVING ON THE EDGE

The first training event for pastors and congregations in the second round of “Living On The
Edge”, the regional church process for transformation, will begin this Friday and Saturday,
January 23-24. Guiding Team members Nancy Aurand-Humpf, Sheryl Elston, Ken Lanteigne,
Mark Matheny, Tammy Shaw, and Neal Whitson will be attending this first of five trainings in the
initial 18 month commitment. Luke 10:1-12 sets the scriptural context for the transformation
process. Congregations incorporate the practice of dwelling in the Word into their life and work,
listening for a word through scripture and through conversation. In addition pastors are required
to participate in their own process, which also includes five full-day training sessions, a 360
leadership evaluation and monthly pastors' group meetings. Seven congregations are currently
involved in the pilot group for the process, launched in May of 2007

Wider congregational involvement in this process begins after part of the training process is
completed. Congregation members may assist at this time in two ways: by praying for the
Guiding Team, and by financial donations. The cost of the process is $ 2,700. Those wishing to
help defray this non-budgetary expense may do so by designating their gift for “Living On The
Edge.”

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION

"Oh when the saints, come marching In! Oh when the saints, come marching in! Won't
you come and be in that number? When the saints come marching in!"

Okay | changed the words of the song just a little, but the welcome is the same. Join us at our
Mardi Gras celebration on Sunday, February 22 following the worship service. Bring your
favorite New Orleans recipe or join in the Gumbo Soup cook-off. There will be music, laughter,
and good food! See you there! Sandy Welliver



MINISTER’S MUSINGS

| write this column the day after the historic inauguration of our new President, which by its nature
stimulates historical reflection, personal and more generally. Personally, many memories of my
life came flooding back, as they did for most Americans who lived through the days of the civil
rights movement. | thought of the Greer's Café in my hometown of Abilene, Texas, whose front
window exhibited that phrase of racial bigotry, “Whites Only.” | remembered watching news
footage of water hoses and dogs turned onto demonstrators in Birmingham, and | remembered
where | was when | heard of Dr. King’s assassination. As many of you know, in my seminary days
and immediately after, | served for three years as associate pastor of an African-American, inner
city, Disciples congregation, Thomas Chapel Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ, in New Haven,
Connecticut. Not only was the experience cross-cultural and enriching, it was personally and
vocationally formative. | was accepted in ministry by folks who had good historical reason not
even to accept me in their midst. It was an overpowering experience of grace and affirmation. My
father in the gospel, Luther Thomas, pastor of Thomas Chapel, shaped my initial efforts in the
preaching ministry, and provided me an example of a pastoral heart beyond compare. | have
never met a better man than Luther Tallance Thomas, and truly he was a second father to me.
That time and that work was perhaps the most significant and sustained experience of God'’s
grace | have experienced.

As | pondered our history as a nation, in which race has been a crucible issue from our origins, it
struck me that just as individuals has developmental tasks in their life cycles, so do nations. And
individuals and nations, no matter how old they are, have to return to any developmental task not
successfully completed. Erik Erickson has pointed out that the first developmental task is to learn
basic trust as opposed to basic mistrust. If the infant does not learn basic trust in its first two
years, that will be an issue for the individual until that developmental task is negotiated
successfully. The same is true for nations, | think. George Santayana has remarked that those
who do not know history are doomed to repeat it. Taking that comment and putting it into a
developmental framework, could we not say that individuals and nations who do not complete a
developmental task get to go back to that task again and again, until they complete it—until they
get it right?

Our founding fathers, due to the issue of slavery, were not able to successfully negotiate the
demands and responsibilities incumbent upon a government dedicated to equality and liberty. In
our Constitution slaves were considered to be only 60 per cent human persons. So the American
Revolution was not completed in 1783; another war for independence had to be fought nearly 100
years later, one we have called the Civil War. And even after that war was completed,
culminating in the correction of our Constitution through the passage of the 13" 14" and 15"



amendments, equality and liberty was only partially won. Legalized segregation in the form of Jim
Crow laws made necessary another and second Civil War, fought largely by an army engaging in
nonviolent resistance to racial injustice. The election of the first African American president marks
another milestone in the developmental task of dismantling racism and establishing equality for
all.

God calls us all to be partners, with God, in shaping our divine destiny. And the remarkable thing
about history as a medium for the redemptive activity of God is that we get to go back, with
second and third and fourth chances to “get it right.” That is true for individuals, and nations, and
congregations.

Some years ago Anne Tyler, in her remarkable novel Saint Maybe, featured a congregation that

was named The Church of the Second Chance. | have always thought that was a wonderful

name for a church, and revelatory of the God we worship. After the events of yesterday, | find
myself thinking that even such an evocative name as that limits the God we worship.

Blessings,

Lanny

LECTIONARY READINGS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25 2009 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2009
Third Sunday after the Epiphany Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 Isaiah 40:21-31

Psalm 62:5-12 Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
| Corinthians 7:29-31 | Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:14-20 Mark 1:29-39

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2009
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Psalm 111

| Corinthians 8:1-13

Mark 1:21-28

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2009
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Il Kings 5:1-14

Psalm 30

| Corinthians 9:24-27

Mark 1:40-45



ALONG TIPTON LANE

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
We extend sympathy to Kellene Chapman
and family upon the death of her mother,
Marty Carr, on December 8, 2008.
Preferred memorials are to the Senior
Center or Hospice.

Christian sympathy is extended to Terry
Shaw and family upon the death of his
mother, Mary Shaw, on December 18, 2008.
Memorials may be made to First
Congregational Church, 640 Millsboro Road,
Mansfield, Ohio 44903.

We extend sympathy to Charles Flohr and
family upon the death of his brother, Bruce
Flohr of Monroe, Ohio, on Tuesday, January
6, 2009.

May God’s peace comfort these families in
their time of grief.

HEALTH CARE FACILITY

Doris Ketner, Four Seasons

Mary K. Nichols, Silver Oaks
Henrietta Owens, Keepsake Village
Emerson Sutton, Col. Health & Rehab

HEALTH CONCERNS

Mia Bauman, Marge Beaman, Bill Conard,
Caroline Cox-Smith (home following recent
hospitalization), Wendy Fox and Sally Gant
(colleague and friends of Jeri Lynn Kreps),
Claire Jones, Bill Martin, Scoop Owens,
Lucia Pettingill (friend of John Williams),
Jean Prather, Chuck Shaw (home following
recent hospitalization)

NOTES OF APPRECIATION

Words cannot fully express the appreciation
my family has for the many cards, food,
offers of help, the beautiful prayer shawl, and
the memorial donations following the recent
passing of my husband, Ed. Though not
physically active in the church in recent
years, he has always considered North
Christian an important part of his life. Your
expressions of support have been and will
continue to be of great help in the days
ahead. Please accept my heartfelt thanks. |
love you all! Marian Wyke and Family

Many thanks to Inspirer Volunteers who
prepared the January 7th Inspirer for
mailing: Debby Shaw, Doris Traylor,
Sandy Welliver, and Marty Winslow.

Dear Friends: Heifer International would like
to congratulate you for asking the question,
AWhy are people hung
and what can | do to
more and more people, young and old, ask
this question and take action, as you have
done, the world will be a much healthier and
happier place for all! The gift you have given
to Heifer is helping create positive and
sustainable changes in the lives of families
and communities struggling for self-
sufficiency. And, since all project
participants pass on the gift of livestock and
training to their neighbors, they share in your
j oy of givingé. and
Please accept our thanks! Sincerely,
Jo Luck, President and CEO
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CHRISTIAN LEARNING NEWS

NOTE: The FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS announced in the last issue of the Inspirer has been
postponed. Please watch this space for a new date and further details. See the article elsewhere
in this issue on the Feb. 22 Mardi Gras Celebration.

Children ages 5-12, Lend your voices! JOYFUL NOISE CHOIR is now rehearsing for Week of
Compassion and Lent. We meet Wednesdays, 5:00-5:45 PM in the Lower Level Choir Room.
Children and parents are invited to stay for Wednesday Connection, which begins with a light
supper from 5:30-6:20. An adult study and children's programming follow, with a concluding
worship led by the children. For more information, contact Katrina McGillivray at
kmcgillivray@comcast.net, or Marie Fleming at marie@northchristianchurch.com.

KIDS KNIT THE MYSTERY - we're learning to perl! Meanwhile, our knitted squares are growing
and we look forward to completing enough for our afghan soon. All knitters welcome - no
experience necessary and supplies are provided. We meet from 10:00-10:25 AM on Sunday
mornings in the Children's Library, LL#4. Led by Lesli Lanteigne and a team of adult knitters.

The PARENT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS is continuing with the DVD-based Nooma series. This
engaging series features a brief video presentation on a contemporary issue and biblical principle,
followed by a group discussion. Facilitated by Lesli Lanteigne, k.lanteigne@gmail.com. This
group meets in LL#1.

"LIVING THE QUESTIONS" resumes. The second, 7-week segment of this DVD-based series
features contemporary scholars addressing classic tenets of the Christian faith by way of the
guestions we often ask. Facilitated by Dr. Lawler. This group meets in the Upper Level
Conference Room.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST: plastic salad bowl; looks like cut glass and is about 12" across. Last seen at North
Christian Church pitch-in. If found, please return to Bobbie Walker. Thank you!

FOUND: GM set of car keys with “The Car Clinic” tag. Solid red sock hat. Grey and royal blue
sock hat with red and black button. Pair of brown leather gloves. XL Grey Lands End Jacket.
Pair of black ladies naturalizer shoes. Uniden Phone. Men’s size small red fleece jacket. All
items are in the Lost and Found box in the workroom.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

A TAPESTRY OF
AMERICAN HISTORY
January 23, 2009 ~ 7:00 PM
Central Middle School Theatre

AFRICAN

KIDS KNIT THE MYSTERY
Sundays ~ 10:00 AM ~ Room LL 4

KNITTING FELLOWSHIP
Mondays ~ 9:30 AM ~ Room UL 6

‘FROM GAY BASHER TO GAY ALLY:
A SOUTHERN BAPTI ST

CONVERSI ON STORYO
January 26, 2009 ~ 6:00 PM, Sanctuary

CENTERING PRAYER
Tuesdays ~ 11:00 AM ~ Prayer Chapel

BRIDGE FELLOWSHIP
Tuesdays ~ 1:30 PM ~ Childcare Suite

ECUMENICAL ASSEMBLY GENERAL
MEETING

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 ~ 6:00 PM
Memorial Baptist Church

GENERAL BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, January 27, 2009 ~ 7:00 PM
Conference Room

JOYFUL NOISE CHILDRENS CHOIR
Wednesday ~ 5:00 PM ~ Music Suite

WEDNESDAY CONNECTION
Wednesdays ~ 5:30 PM Light Dinner
followed by study, North Christian Church,
Lower Level Lounge

HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL
Thursdays ~ 6:30 PM ~ Handbell Room

CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL

M | TRUrsdays £7:8@ R ~ Music Suite

LIFE SCREENING
Monday, February 2, 2009 ~ Lower Level
Call 1.800.324.1851 for more information.

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION
Sunday, February 22, 2009
Immediately following worship
North Christian Church, Auditorium

CHI RHO JAM

February 28 - March 1, 2009

Downey Avenue Christian Church, Indy.

For more information contact Marie Fleming

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

July 29 - August 2, 2009
Register at www.disciples.org/ga.
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WEBSITE GETS NEW LOOK

Richard (Rich) Packer, son of Office Manager Denise Packer, returned home to Columbus from
college during Christmas Break. Rich, a sophomore at Purdue University, studying CIT,
Computer Information Technology gave of his time and talent to North Christian Church during
Christmas break by redesigning the website. Check it out at www.northchristianchurch.com.
Notes of appreciation may be emailed to Rich by clicking on his email address located at the
bottom of the Home Page.

The staff of North Christian Church is busy preparing new pages to be published on the website.
So if you click on a page and it appears white, that is why. The data has not been published yet,
but will be soon.

GENERAL MINISTER AND PRESIDENT SHARON E.
WATKINS SELECTED TO DELIVER SERMON AT
NATIONAL PRAYER SERVICE

General Minister and President Sharon E. Watkins delivered the sermon during the National
Prayer Service at the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C.
Several national leaders, including President Barack Obama
and Vice President Joe Biden were in attendance.

A transcript of Dr. Watkins’ sermon, “Harmonies of Liberty”
delivered during the National Prayer Service on January 21,
2009 may be downloaded at www.disciples.org.

The Presidential Inauguration Committee in Washington, D.C.
has prepared a press release that gives details about Rev.
Watkins' role in the service. That release can be found at
www.disciples.org.

You also may be interested in reading the article about Dr.
Watkins involvement in the prayer service that appears on
page 16 in the first section of the Sunday, January 11 New
York Times. You can find that article by going to:
www.nytimes.com/2009/01/11/us/politics/11minister.html



http://www.northchristianchurch.com/
http://www.disciples.org/
http://www.disciples.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/11/us/politics/11minister.html

NORTH CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ) NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
850 Tipton Lane U.S. POSTAGE PAID

. COLUMBUS, INDIANA
Columbus, Indiana 47201
PERMIT #39

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED TIME SENSITIVE ¢ PLEASE EXPEDITE

Sunday Schedule Contact Information

8:00 a.m. Morning News Class Phone: 812.372.1531
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages Fax: 812.378.9081
10:00 a.m. Fellowship & Refreshments www.northchristianchurch.com
10:30 a.m. Worship Service lanny@northchristianchurch.com
11:45 a.m. Fellowship & Refreshments marie@northchristianchurch.com
(Handicap Accessible ~ Childcare provided) david@northchristianchurch.com

denise@northchristianchurch.com

Church Sta About the Inspirer

Dr. Lanny C. Lawler ........ccccooviiiiinnannnes Senior Minister The in-spire-er is published bi-weekly by the North Christian
Rev. Marie F. Fleming ...Children’s Education Church (Disciples of Christ); Denise A. Packer, editor. Send
David C. SIMS ......cocviiiiiiiiiiiiieen. Director of Music address changes to 850 Tipton Lane, Columbus, IN 47201.
Denise A. Packer..........ccccoeiniiiiiniinnnnns Office Manager Email articles to denise@northchristianchurch.com. The
Br_enda Smith Weekly Custod!an editor reserves the right to edit articles for grammar,
ClintImel...................... Sunday Custodian spelling, length, and content. VOLUME 09 ¢ ISSUE 2.

Jannis Smith Childcare Provider
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