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WEEK OF COMPASSION OFFERING: FEB 15 AND 22

When floods devastated communities in south central Indiana, you were there with the Week of
Compassion before the flood waters subsided. When ice storms caused damage in central
Kentucky and southern Indiana, you were there through Week of Compassion. Throughout the
year and around the world, your church is present to provide assistance whenever the Week of
Compassion responds to human and natural disasters. Please give generously so that you can
continue to lend a hand to brothers and sisters in deepest need through Week of Compassion.

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION

Join us at our Mardi Gras celebration on Sunday, February 22 following worship. Bring your
favorite New Orleans recipe or join in the Gumbo Soup cook-off. There will be music, laughter,
and good food! See you there! For more information, contact Sandy Welliver at 812.579.6604.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent and occurs forty days before Easter (excluding Sundays).
Ash Wednesday gets its name from the practice of placing ashes on the foreheads of the faithful,
in the form of a cross, as a sign of repentance. We are reminded to make a spiritual journey to
Easter, perhaps adding important elements to our life and/or eliminating unnecessary elements
that impede our spiritual growth. The ashes used as often gathered after the Palms from the
previous year's Palm Sunday are burned.

This year we will share in celebration with First Presbyterian Church. Our ongoing connection with
that congregation has been strengthened by recent joint planning of a celebration of the life and
teachings of Julian of Norwich on March 29", In anticipation of that event, Julian will be a
focus of the Ash Wednesday Service.

Please plan to join our pastors and choir in our joint Ash Wednesday Worship Service at North
Christian Church at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 25, 2009.



MINISTER’S MUSINGS

One of the amazing things about The Rule that St. Benedict wrote for his monks is how practical
and down to earth it is, which is why it is being used still today by Benedictines and Cistercians,
some 1,500 years after it was penned. One of the great insights of Benedict and Benedictine
monasticism is that the holy is to be found in the ordinary. In Living with Contradiction: An
Introduction to Benedictine Spirituality, Esther de Waal explains that the Benedictine life shown in
the Rule “is undramatic and unheroic; it simply consists in doing the ordinary things of daily life
carefully and lovingly, with the attention and the reverence that can make of them a way of prayer,
a way to God.” Recently, friend and colleague Bob Hill, pastor of Community Christian Church in
Kansas City, Missouri, wrote a column in his church’s newsletter that captures this Benedictine
spirit for everyday congregational life. With adjustments made for application to North Christian
Church, | share his observations with you below.

= Pray for North Christian’s well-being and expanding effectiveness each day.

= When you are at church, hold the door for everyone and smile. You are in a wonderful
place.

= Join in a project. It could be as simple as bringing food for Love Chapel, joining a Sunday
School class, attending a meeting of Disciples Women’s Ministries, becoming active in
Wednesday Connection, volunteering for “Finish the Race”, participation in Centering
Prayer, joining the Chancel Choir, or picking up a bell in the Bell Chaoir.

= Remember to say "Hello" to people around you at worship on Sundays.

= |If you are already seated for worship and at the end of a pew, move over so others can
more easily enter or move into your pew.

= Offer hymnals to those around you or share a hymnal with a neighbor.

= During Coffee Fellowship, greet people that are standing by themselves, talk about what
North Christian means to you, invite them to the programs you enjoy.

= Whenever you see any litter around the church, pick it up.

= At least once each week, share the joy of being a North Christian member with at least
one person who is not yet a member. Inviting someone new to worship with you can be a
life—changing experience for everyone.

= Help others with compassion and sensitivity. Tell the staff about anyone among us in
need of pastoral care and try to reach out to others at North Christian. Such caring help
will be returned many times over.

While none of us can do all these things all at the same time, everyone can do something--and at
least a bit more, perhaps even a lot more. And of such is the Kingdom of God.

Blessings, Lanny



LECTIONARY READINGS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2009
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
| Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2009
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

Il Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30

| Corinthians 9:24-27
Mark 1:40-45

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2009
Transfiguration Sunday

Il Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6

Il Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2009
Ash Wednesday

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 51:1-17

Il Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2009
First Sunday in Lent

Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
| Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2009
Second Sunday in Lent

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31

Romans 4:13-25

Mark 8:31-38 or Mark 9:2-9

FINANCIAL REPORTS

As of December 31, 2008

Income Budget YTD $374,857.00
Income Received YTD $350,121.75
Expense Budget YTD $372,086.00
Expense Incurred YTD $358,528.55

(YTD = Year To Date)

As of January 31, 2009

Income Budget YTD $27.671.00
Income Received YTD $8,946.71
Expense Budget YTD $27,304.00
Expense Incurred YTD $32,254.93

(YTD = Year To Date)




MINISTER OF CHILDREN’S EDUCATION

The snow has begun to fall — again! Just as the roads and sidewalks have begun to peek
through last week’s snow and ice, it looks as though Mother Nature might be winding up
for another hit. As much as our children (and some of us adults!) delight in a “snow day”
and despite the stunning beauty of snow-covered fields and trees, there are others —
mostly adults — who are heavily burdened by it all. The challenges are many: How to care
for at-home children while required to be at work? How to get out of the house when
others must do the shoveling or driving? How to pay the increased heating bill such cold
weather always means? How to combat loneliness and cabin fever when one is already
homebound or alone? What happens in the event of a medical emergency? How to make
up for lost wages and business income while shoppers and workers are bundled away at
home? All this and more make our “winter events” a truly mixed blessing.

At times such as these we are reminded of how much we need one another: How the
experience of God often comes in the form of the neighbor child who appears on the
doorstep, shovel in hand; the friend who phones to check in and see if anything is needed;
that unexpected evening at home with family or a good book; the serendipity of a calendar
wiped clear for a day; the joy of worshiping together after a long week inside.

| have often thought that Winter is the price we pray for Spring. But even as the sky
threatens more snow, the days are lengthening, February has begun, and the daffodils
deep in the ground wait for a warm welcome. May you see the face of God in the depths of
this winter season and may hope live in your heart as surely as this winter leans toward
spring. See you in worship this Sunday,

Marie

A NOTE FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Sandy Welliver couldn't have said it better in her latest Children's Moment: Psalms are songs.
The Bible's 150 psalms are collections of ancient Hebrew poetry, most likely meant to be sung.
They have always formed the core of Christian music, whether spoken, chanted, composed as
an anthem or versified as a hymn. Each week's lectionary readings include a psalm, and monks
manage to sing all 150 each week throughout their daily prayer.

Over the next few issues I'll be writing about different aspects of psalmody and how it is being

integrated into the worship life of North Christian. The choirs have several different kinds of psalm

singing up their sleeves, as well as hymns for the whole congregation. Our Reformed tradition

has a long history with unique ways of singing the psalms, leading to the variety we see today. Sing to the Lord a new [or old!] song!
David Sims



INDIANA ORGANISTS UNITED

and the
Indiana University Alumni Association
Proudly present.....
A Series of Organ Recitals for the Lenten Season
On the Fine Pipe Organs of Columbus
Performed by IU Alumni Organists

Wednesday, February 25th, 2009 ~ 12:00 Noon
North Christian Church
850 Tipton Lane
David C. Sims, Organist

Wednesday, March 4th, 2009 ~ 12:00 Noon
First Lutheran Church
3600 25t Street
Mitch Rorick, Organist

Wednesday, March 11t ~ 12:00 Noon
Asbury United Methodist Church
1751 27t Street
Ed Bruenjes, Organist

Wednesday, March 18t ~ 12:00 Noon
Sandy Hook United Methodist Church
1610 Taylor Road
Dr. John G. Simpson, Organist

Wednesday, March 25, 2009 ~ 12:00 Noon
Grace Lutheran Church
3201 Central Avenue
John W. Matthews, Jr., Organist

Wednesday, April 1st, 2009 ~ 12:00 Noon
First United Methodist Church
618 8th Street
Dr. David K. Lamb, Organist

Wednesday, April 8%, 2009 ~ 12:00 Noon
Culmination Event at First Presbyterian Church, 512 7t Street
Organists - Ed Bruenjes, Ramon Hass, David K. Lamb,

John W. Matthews, Jr., & John G. Simpson




ALONG TIPTON LANE

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS
HEALTH CARE FACILITY
Eddie (Baxter) Ellis, Masonic Home, TCU
Doris Ketner, Four Seasons
Mary K. Nichols, Silver Oaks
Henrietta Owens, Keepsake Village
Emerson Sutton, Col. Health & Rehab

HEALTH CONCERNS

Mia Bauman, Marge Beaman, Bill Conard,
Wendy Fox and Sally Gant (colleague and
friends of Jeri Lynn Kreps), Claire Jones, Bill
Martin, Scoop Owens, Lucia Pettingill (friend
of John Williams), Jean Prather, Karen
Whitson (recovering from recent fall on ice).

MILITARY
Scott Fontaine, son-in-law of Terry and Debby
Shaw, is a journalist with the Washington
National Guard, 81% Brigade stationed in
Balad, Iraqg.

Narvarre Towers #502
8271 Gulf Blvd.
Navarre, FL 32566

Carole Hyneman
5919 Seabrook Lane
Bay Shore Villas
Indianapolis, IN 46237

NOTES OF APPRECIATION
To my friends at North Christian Church,
I thank you all for the cards and prayers
during the fall of 2008 as | was dealing with
prostate cancer surgery and recovery. | am
back at work and gaining strength. North
Christian is close to my heart and your
continuing care is a comfort to me. (As we
get older....all men need to pay attention to
their doctor’s advise and mine — get your
PSA test! In Christ’s Love,
Dennis Slaughter

Many thanks to Inspirer Volunteers who
prepared the January 23" Inspirer for
mailing: Trudi Ellison-Kendall, Debby
Shaw, Doris Traylor and Marty Winslow.

FOR YOUR DIRECTORY
Temporary Address for
Alice Branstrator

LUKE 10: LIVING ON THE EDGE

The first training event for pastors and congregations in the second round of “Living On The
Edge”, the regional church process for transformation, was completed January 23-24 by Dr.
Lawler and Guiding Team members Nancy Aurand-Humpf, Sheryl Elston, Ken Lanteigne, Mark
Matheny, Tammy Shaw, and Neal Whitson, along with pastors and Guiding Teams from four
other Indiana Disciples congregations. Four more trainings will occur throughout this initial 18
month commitment. In addition pastors are required to participate in their own process, which
also includes five full-day training sessions, a 360 leadership evaluation and monthly pastors'
group meetings.

What is the process and journey upon which we now embark as a congregation? Where are we
going? In answer to that question at the initial training, Allelon** facilitator/consultant John
McLaverty replied simply, “We are on the road to becoming Luke10 people”. Luke 10:1-12 sets
the scriptural context for the transformation process. The Guiding Team will be reading and
dwelling upon this passage each time it gathers, and invites the whole congregation to ponder and
reflect and pray Luke 10:1-12 as we journey together. Luke 10:1-12 becomes the place where



North Christian dwells in its life and work, listening for a word from God through scripture and
through focused conversation.

This initial phase lasting until the next training session on May 2 might best be described as “the
awareness phase. During the next three months the Guiding Team will take a “snapshot” in time
of the congregation in order to gain an understanding of where God is working in the lives of North
members. A fundamental assumption of this journey is that God’s Spirit is to be found “in the
people.” In order to discover how God'’s Spirit is living in and speaking through God’s people, the
following steps will be taken:

1. 25-30 listening interviews conducted by the Guiding Team members.

a. Arandom cross section of the congregation will be selected as interviewees.

b. Interviews are confidential and will not be shared
2. Guiding Team meets to process and discuss interviews. Interviews are sent to Alleleon and a

report from Allelon will be sent back to the Guiding Team for comparison.
3. Congregation-wide survey will be conducted:

a. Done anonymously on-line with Alleleon

b. Hard copy will be made available to those who do not have internet access, and data

from hard copies will be entered by a Guiding Team member.

c. After a 2-3 week processing time by Alleleon, the Guiding Team will receive a “moment-
inn-dtime snapshot” (report) to be used in the second, “Understanding” phase after May
2",
Feel free to contact Guiding Team members with questions

THE GUIDING TEAM

Allelon is a 501(C)3 non-profit organization located in Eagle, ldaho that has worked with the
Indiana region to develop the transformation process. Allelon (from the Greek, meaning “with one
another” or “with each other”) is a multi-generational network of missional church leaders, schools
and parachurch organizations which envisions, inspires, engages, resources, trains and educates
leaders for the church and its mission in our culture. Allelon’s desire is to support, coach, and
offer companionship for missional leaders as they discern new models of church capable of
sustaining a living and faithful witness to the gospel in the contemporary world.

LOVE CHAPEL NEWS

LOVE SONGS FOR LOVE CHAPEL
Friday 13th, QMIX 107.3 will be teaming up with Love Chapel again this year to help folks in need

in Bartholomew County! For a minimum pledge of $10, we will play your song request and even
do dedications! Every cent of the money you donate will go to Love Chapel- which helps provide
food and financial assistance to those in need in Bartholomew County. It's a great Valentine's
Day gift...and helps others too! We are taking dedications early! You can give us a call at 812-
378-1073, or you can fill out the entry form below with your information and dedication. You can
still call in on Friday the 13th too




LOVE CHAPEL NEEDS VOLUNTEERS FOR “CAN”STRUCTION

Love Chapel will be 1 of 4 food pantry recipients of CANstruction. This project is sponsored by
Columbus Young Professionals and The Columbus Area Arts Council. There are 9 teams from
the community that will build structures out of cans of food. The building of the cans will be Feb.
28, judging March 1, and on display thru March 8 at Fair Oaks Mall. There will also be a can for
monetary donations while the structures are on display. Volunteers are needed at Fair Oaks Mall
during the following dates and times. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer, call
Lois Revell at 812.376.8118 or e-mail her at ljrevell@comcast.net

Dates and Times: 3/1/09: 12:00 noon-3:00 p.m. 3/2/09: 3:30-6:00 p.m. 3/3/09: 3:30-6:00 p.m.
4/3/09: 3:30-6:00 p.m., 6:30-9:00 p.m. 3/5/09: 3:30 - 6:00 p.m., 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. 3/6/09: 3:30-6:00,
6:30-9:00 p.m., 3/7/09: 10:00-1:00 p.m., 4:00-7:00 p.m. 3/8/09: 12:00-3:00 p.m., 3:00-6:00 p.m.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

KIDS KNIT THE MYSTERY
Sundays ~ 10:00 AM ~ Room LL 4

KNITTING FELLOWSHIP
Mondays ~ 9:30 AM ~ Room UL 6

CENTERING PRAYER
Tuesdays ~ 11:00 AM ~ Prayer Chapel

BRIDGE FELLOWSHIP
Tuesdays ~ 1:30 PM ~ Childcare Suite

CHI RHO JAM EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
Please send your registration forms and payment
to Christian Church in Indiana, 1100 W. 42"
Street, Indianapolis, IN 46208 by February 16 to
receive the $32.00 rate. If forms are mailed after
February 17, the fee is $45. No registrations will
be accepted after February 23.

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION
Sunday, February 22, 2009
Immediately following worship
North Christian Church, Auditorium

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
Wednesday, February 25, 2009
7:00 p.m. ~ North Christian Church

JOYFUL NOISE CHILDRENS CHOIR
Wednesday ~ 5:00 PM ~ Music Suite

WEDNESDAY CONNECTION

Wednesdays ~ 5:30 PM Light Dinner followed by
study, North Christian Church, Lower Level
Lounge

DINNER OUT GROUP
Wednesday, February 11
5:30 PM ~ Dimitris Family Restaurant

HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL
Thursdays ~ 6:30 PM ~ Handbell Room

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
Wednesday, February 25
7:00 PM ~ NCC Sanctuary

CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL
Thursdays ~ 7:30 PM ~ Music Suite

CHI RHO JAM

February 28 - March 1, 2009

Downey Avenue Christian Church, Indy.
For more information contact Marie Fleming

JULIAN OF NORWICH
Sunday, March 29, 2009

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
July 29 - August 2, 2009
Register at www.disciples.org/ga.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Hosting the General Assembly will require
volunteers from area churches. A variety of
opportunities are available, from singing in the
Assembly choir to working at a registration table
or providing information about the city and
Convention Center. Visit indianadisciples.org to
sign up as a volunteer
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Sunday Schedule Contact Information

8:00 a.m. Morning News Class

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Fellowship & Refreshments
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
11:45 a.m. Fellowship & Refreshments
(Handicap Accessible ~ Childcare provided)

Phone: 812.372.1531

Fax: 812.378.9081
www.northchristianchurch.com
lanny@northchristianchurch.com
marie@northchristianchurch.com
david@northchristianchurch.com
denise@northchristianchurch.com

Church Sta About the Inspirer

Dr. Lanny C. Lawler .........cccooviiiiinninnnns Senior Minister
Rev. Marie F. Fleming ................ Children’s Education
David C. SIms ................... Director of Music
Denise A. Packer......cccccceeeevicvvieeeeenninnns Office Manager
Brenda Smith Weekly Custodian
ClintImel.......ccccee.... Sunday Custodian

Jannis Smith Childcare Provider

The in-spire-er is published bi-weekly by the North Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ); Denise A. Packer, editor. Send
address changes to 850 Tipton Lane, Columbus, IN 47201.
Email articles to denise@northchristianchurch.com. The
editor reserves the right to edit articles for grammar,
spelling, length, and content. VOLUME 9¢ ISSUB.
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