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NORTH CHRISTIAN TO PROVIDE HOT MEALS IN MARCH 

As members of the Ecumenical Assembly of Bartholomew County Churches, North Christian 
takes a turn in March of each year to host hot meal sites. Our location this year is Asbury United 
Methodist Church on the following dates: Tuesdays, March 3, 10 and 17.  A sign-up sheet is in the 
Narthex. 

We are asked to purchase and prepare food for 50 people, and provide 3 gallons of milk, and 
coffee for each date, so it is best to work in teams.  Please help in some way if you are able, even 
if it is supplying the milk or saying the prayer and serving.  We will be the ones who are blessed. 

Asbury UMC is located at 1751 27th St. off Central Ave., close to Kroger’s.  Turn onto 27th St. Go 
one block to Forest.  Turn onto Forest and drive into the parking lot.  Walk through a covered 
outdoor walkway.  Go in FIRST DOOR ON YOUR LEFT.  Doors open at 4:30 pm.  At 5:00 pm we 
lead the prayer and serve.  The event concludes by 6:00 pm. 

GUATEMALA WORKGROUP FUNDRAISER LUNCHEON 
On March 14, six members of our North Christian family will leave for a humanitarian trip in the 

western highlands of Guatemala.   

Sunday, March 8, 2009 following worship, please join us for a Hispanic themed luncheon in the 
Lower Level Lounge at North Christian Church.  This fundraiser will help support the North 
Christian Church team of six members going to Guatemala, March 14

th
-March 21

st
, with the 

Seeds of Help Foundation, a private not-for-profit organization that provides grassroots-level 
assistance to improve the lives of people in developing nations through educational programs and 
construction projects.  A free will offering will be taken and your support will touch many lives! 

The team consisting of Joan Able, Ashley Burton, Marcia Burton, Anna Jacobson, Neal Whitson, 
and Marty Winslow will be providing education at different levels: at a boarding school in Chiatla, 
Guatemala, and with women's groups on the mountain.  They will be teaching first aid and helping 
the children put together first aid kits for their homes.  Neal Whitson will be working with students 
and teachers in construction and wood working. 

We hope to see you at the fundraiser luncheon on March 8
th
! 

   in-spire-er   



 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

This issue of the newsletter will be mailed on Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Lenten 
season, so by the time you read this column, Lent will have 
begun.  A common conception of the season of Lent in the 
past, and which lives on in certain circles today, is that Lent is 
a time when we “give something up”, whether it be chocolate 
or T. V. or something else.  In more recent years the emphasis 
has shifted to “taking on something”, whether that be spending 
a certain amount of time in prayer or reading scripture regularly 
for six weeks. 
 
Laurence Stookey has offered a more complete Lenten 
discipline; to wit, a self-examination that seeks greater 
conformity to the mind of Christ, and more effective ministry on 

behalf of the world.  Conformity to the mind of Christ and more effective ministry on behalf of the 
world--knowing Christ and making Christ known--is what true devotion and discipleship is all 
about. In this approach to Lent, disciplines taken up during Lent are not temporary subtractions or 
additions, but rather spiritual practices that permanently alter us. 
 
Spiritual disciplines are to the religious life what the practice of scales is to a budding instrumental 
musician.  Playing scales is not busywork with only temporary value; it actually alters neural 
pathways so that years later access to the resulting skills can be gained with a minimum of effort. 
Solid spiritual disciplines lead to the same kind of permanent acquisition.  What spiritual 
disciplines mark Christian discipleship?  Although not exhaustive, six suggest themselves as 
essential:  daily prayer, weekly worship, daily Bible reading, service in and beyond the church, 
spiritual friendships, giving time, talents, and resources.  Through the centuries, from the time of 
the early church until today, these spiritual practices have marked disciples of the Lord Jesus. 
 
Lent is a time where we examine our lives honestly as we prepare for the passion and 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Questions we might ask of ourselves are these: Which of the 
marks of discipleship are strengths for me?  Which are areas where growth is needed? How 
might I turn an area of growth into an area of strength?  What is one practice that I might begin 
this Lenten Season? 
 
Lent is a wonderful opportunity to take one’s spiritual inventory, and then begin to stock the 
shelves that need it. Blessings. 
 Lanny 

WEEK OF COMPASSION OFFERING UPDATE 
North Christian Church received gifts for Week of Compassion the last two Sundays in February.  
$235.00 was received on February 15

th
 and $735.00 was received on February 22

nd
 making our 

total Week of Compassion offering $970.00.  Many thanks to everyone who participated in this 
special day offering. 



 

MINISTER OF CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS ON THE SHACK 
A new class begins this Sunday, March 1.  Our focus will be the best-selling book The Shack by 
William P. Young, but the group will be about more than just a book discussion.  It will be the 
opportunity to learn and grow in faith and to strengthen bonds with one another.  The class will be 
facilitated by Trudi Ellison-Kendall and Deb Holt. The series on The Shack will run through Lent.  
Toward the end of the series the group will decide whether they feel led to continue and, if so, 
what their next focus will be. Meet in the Auditorium beginning Sunday, March 1 from 9:00-10:00 
AM.  Refreshments and childcare are always available.  Books are for sale ($12.50) in the Work 
Room.  Invite your friends!  North Christian Church is going to The Shack! 

CAMP 
Campers!  It’s time to begin planning for this year’s church camp experience.  The 2009 theme is 
BODY BUILDING: One body, Many Parts.  As always, there are camping options for all ages, 
including grandparents!  Brochures and Registration forms are available in the narthex literature 
racks or by visiting www.indianadisciples.org.  One-half scholarships are available for all North 
Christian Church campers.  Adults, for information on how you can become a camp counselor, 
visit the regional website or contact Carolyn Reed at the Regional office, 317 926-6051. 

LECTIONARY READINGS

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2009 

First Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 9:8-17 

Psalm 25:1-10 

I Peter 3:18-22 

Mark 1:9-15 

SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2009 

Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Psalm 22:23-31 

Romans 4:13-25 

Mark 8:31-38 or Mark 9:2-9 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2009 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17 

Psalm 19 

I Corinthians 1:18-25 

John 2:13-22 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2009 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Numbers 21:4-9 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

John 3:14-21 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2009 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 51:1-12 or  

Psalm 119:9-16 

Hebrews 5:5-10 

John 12:20-33

http://www.indianadisciples.org/


 

ALONG TIPTON LANE 

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 
SYMPATHY 
Christian Sympathy is extended to Terry Shaw 
and family upon the death of his aunt, Ruth 
Kibbey of Marion, Ohio on February 16, 2009.  
May God’s peace comfort the family in their 
time of grief. 

HEALTH CARE FACILITY 
Eddie (Baxter) Ellis, Masonic Home, TCU 
Mary K. Nichols, Silver Oaks 
Henrietta Owens, Keepsake Village 
Emerson Sutton, Col. Health & Rehab 

HEALTH CONCERNS 
Mia Bauman, Marge Beaman, Bill Conard, 
Wendy Fox and Sally Gant (friends of Jeri 
Lynn Kreps), Louis Harvey (husband of Tami 
Harvey, colleague of Jean Thompson), Claire 
Jones, Donald Kelch, brother of Lynne Henry, 
complications following knee surgery, Bill 
Martin, Scoop Owens, Lucia Pettingill (friend 
of John Williams), Jane Pettitt, Jean Prather, 
Elwood Wesley home following recent 
hospitalization for cancer. 

MILITARY 
Scott Fontaine, son-in-law of Terry and Debby 
Shaw, is a journalist with the Washington 
National Guard, 81

st
 Brigade stationed in 

Balad, Iraq. 

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL 

BOOKLETS 

Fellowship Of Prayer Lenten devotional booklets 
are available in the narthex.  Pick up a copy for 
your family today or phone the church office at 
812.372.1531 to request a copy be sent to you in 
the mail. 

FOR YOUR DIRECTORY 
Doris Ketner 

16500E East County Road 400 North 
Hope, Indiana 47246-9725 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION 
Many thanks to Inspirer Volunteers who 
prepared the February 11

th
 Inspirer for 

mailing: Trudi Ellison-Kendall, Doris 
Traylor, and Sandy Welliver 

WELCOME TO THE WORLD 
Cash Roessler 
Wyke was born on 
February 1, 2009, 
weighting 9 
pounds, 3 ounces, 
and measuring 21 
½ inches in 
length.  Cash is 
the first child of 
Bruce and Kelly 

Wyke, of Ohio.  Proud grandmother is 
Marian Wyke. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Erynn Shaw for receiving 
gold on her clarinet solo at the ISSMA 
District Solo and Ensemble Contest on 
February 7, 2009.  Erynn is the daughter of 
Brian and Tammy Shaw, and Granddaughter 
of Chuck and Joan Shaw. 

Congratulations to Jerad Kendall for 
receiving gold on both his tenor sax solo and 
trio and the ISSMA State Solo and Ensemble 
Contest on February 21, 2009.   Jerad is the 
son of Kerry and Trudi Ellison-Kendall.. 



 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
 

 
ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE KID 

DAY ~ MARCH 13, 2009 
Would you take five minutes of your time to 

make a special connection with the children 

in your life?  There is a simple and free way 

you can do it.  Participate in Absolutely 

Incredible Kid Day by writing letters to those 

children and let them know how incredible or 

special they are.  Then deliver those 

messages of love, praise and appreciation 

on March 13
th
.   

Absolutely Incredible Kid Day was begun in 

1996 by Camp Fire USA.  Locally the 

Council for Youth Development identified it 

as an opportunity for caring adults to 

express encouragement and support to the 

children in their lives.  With a letter children 

can hang onto those encouraging words and 

return to them for inspiration and guidance 

often for years to come.  The Council is 

coordinating the program in Bartholomew 

County.   

Please join the Council in reaching its goal 

that every child and youth in Bartholomew 

County receive a letter on March 13th.  

Think of those children in your life and all 

you enjoy and appreciate about them.  Bring 

to mind the special talents and areas of 

strength they possess.  Remember fun 

times or special moments you have shared.  

Then pick up a pen and begin writing from 

the heart.  Those children will long cherish 

your letters with their personal messages. 

You may pick up special Absolutely 

Incredible Kid Day stationery and a page of 

letter writing tips at any of the following 

locations: local schools, BCSC 

Administration Building, Lincoln Central 

Neighborhood Family Center, Eastside 

Community Center, Hope Community 

Center, Children Inc. Main Office, 

Foundation for Youth, Bartholomew County 

Public Library, Childhood Connections, and 

United Way.  Show you care by letting the 

children in your life know how absolutely 

incredible they are!   

JULIAN OF NORWICH 
The Rev. Linda Loving will present a one 

person play JULIAN on Sunday, March 

29
th

 from 4:00 to 5:30 PM at North 

Christian Church. Julian of Norwich, a 14
th
 

century mystic, is considered one of the first 

women to write in English and has both 

challenged and stimulated Christians in their 

spiritual journeys.  Julian’s theological 

reflections provide guidance in turbulent 

times, and this play will provide spiritual 

guidance to Christians in Columbus. Plan to 

share this unique Lenten experience with 

your family and friends. Sponsored by First 

Presbyterian Church, North Christian 

Church and St. Bartholomew Catholic 

Church.  A light reception will follow.



 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY NEWS 

2009 GENERAL ASSEMBLY WILL EXPLORE WHOLENESS FOR ALL 
Disciples from all walks of life will gather in Indianapolis from Wednesday, July 29 to Sunday, 
August 2, 2009 for the church’s biennial Assembly. Attendees will come from across the United 
States and Canada – and in many cases from around the world – to worship, learn, fellowship and 

discuss the future of our Church.  

The 2009 General Assembly of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) will center its work 
around Revelation 22:2 

……“And the leaves of the trees shall be for the 
healing of the nations.” 

In choosing this verse as the centerpiece and 
guiding scriptural reference, organizers seek to 
complement the Disciples’ new identity statement 
(We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for 
wholeness in a fragmented world) with a 
theme of relevance, energy, conviction – and 
healing.  

The theme and logo for the Assembly select 
several key words from the Revelation text, which is expressed simply as ….For the healing of 
the nations….The logo was designed by a Disciples layperson and depicts dozens of hands 
representing the many leaves of the tree. Organizers stress the hands are intentional, to represent 
hands raised in prayer, hands poised for work, and hands used for healing.  

During the five-day event, Assembly participants are invited to examine what it means to strive to 
be whole and to bring healing – not only for ourselves but for all God’s creation. The theme of 
healing will infuse the entire General Assembly, and will be explored through worship, learning 
track sessions, resource groups, and mission work. Well informed theologians, clergy, scholars 
and lay leaders will share their insights on the General Assembly theme and its implications for 
our work, our witness and our future. In addition, people of all ages will engage in discussions on 
the Church’s future and what it means to be a mission-driven and priority focused church in the 
21st Century.  

The theme of the Assembly also underscores the Church’s desire to create church-wide events 
that are “green” and ecologically responsible. The emphasis on “greening” the Assembly, means 
the event will serve as a model for the ways Disciples and other people of faith can create 
meetings and moments of worship that minimize negative impacts on the environment. Practices 
learned and shared at the ’09 Assembly will assist congregations, regions and individuals in 
becoming better stewards of the Earth.  



 

As always, the thousands of Disciples who will gather in Indianapolis for the Assembly will seek to 
affirm and declare the gospel with faith, 
energy, and commitment. Attendees will 
learn spiritual and practical skills that 
allow each of us to become part of the 
movement for wholeness in the world.  

Hotel space will be in ample supply at 
the upcoming event. Attendees will be 
able to pick from a variety of quality, yet 
affordable downtown hotel properties, all 
within easy walking distance of the Indiana Convention Center.  

The presence of children, youth and young adults will be well-integrated into all aspects of the ’09 
Assembly, with a host of activities and learning options for people of all ages.  

To register and to learn more about the Assembly schedule, speakers, guidelines for greening, 
and the sights and sounds of Indianapolis visit www.disciples.org. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MISSION PROJECTS 
Work projects in Indianapolis are being planned for the afternoons of Thursday, July 30, Friday, 
July 31, and Saturday, August 1. The projects will include working with: Second Helpings, 
Volunteers of America, Wheelers Mission, a collaborative “blitz” event with Habitat for Humanity, 
Keep Indianapolis Beautiful and the City of Indianapolis, and other community agencies and 
service centers.  For questions and other information about pre-Assembly mission opportunities, 
please contact Carl Zerweck, 317.289.5061 czerweck@dhm.disciples.org, Brenda Tyler, 
888.346.2631 btyler@dhm.disciples.org. Download registration forms at: 
www.discipleshomemissions.org/ga2009/ 

 

CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMING 

The 2009 General Assembly in Indianapolis, Indiana 
promises to be a fun, inspiring, learning experience 
for all ages of God's children. 

General Assembly offers loving care for infants and 
toddlers; fun, safe and exciting learning programs 
for preschool and elementary age children. 

Expect our children to be integrated in worship, 
learning and fellowship times of the whole Assembly. 

 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

July 29 - August 2, 2009 

Register at 
www.disciples.org/ga 

 

http://www.disciples.org/
mailto:czerweck@dhm.disciples.org
mailto:btyler@dhm.disciples.org
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/ga2009/
http://www.disciples.org/ga/
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  Sunday Schedule Contact Information   

  8:00 a.m. Morning News Class Phone: 812.372.1531 
  9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages Fax: 812.378.9081 
10:00 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments www.northchristianchurch.com 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service lanny@northchristianchurch.com 
11:45 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments marie@northchristianchurch.com 

(Handicap Accessible ~ Childcare provided) david@northchristianchurch.com 
  denise@northchristianchurch.com 

  Church Staff About the Inspirer  

Dr. Lanny C. Lawler ……...............….....Senior Minister 
Rev. Marie F. Fleming ….…………Children’s Education 
David C. Sims ……………………....….Director of Music 
Denise A. Packer ...................................Office Manager 
Brenda Smith ……………....……....…Weekly Custodian 
Clint Imel ...............................……….Sunday Custodian 
Jannis Smith …………………………Childcare Provider 

The in-spire-er is published bi-weekly by the North Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ); Denise A. Packer, editor. Send 
address changes to 850 Tipton Lane, Columbus, IN 47201.  
Email articles to denise@northchristianchurch.com. The 
editor reserves the right to edit articles for grammar, 
spelling, length, and content.  VOLUME 09 ς ISSUE 4. 
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