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JULIAN OF NORWICH

On Sunday, March 29
th
 from 4 to 5:30 PM in North Christian Church, just as the season of Lent is 

drawing to a close, a group of churches in Columbus will bring to us a very special presentation to 
aid in our own spiritual journeys. 
 

The Reverend Linda Loving will perform a drama of the life and spiritual teachings of the medieval 
mystic, Julian of Norwich.  With a combined background in theater and theology, Rev. Loving has 
performed J. Jonda’s one woman play, Julian, more than seventy times around this country and in 
England.  We are very fortunate to have her presenting here in Columbus.  This program is 
underwritten by the First Presbyterian Church and cosponsored by North Christian Church and St. 
Bartholomew Catholic Church. 
 

Julian was an anchoress living in an age of anxiety in the mid thirteen hundreds.  Many of the 
issues of Julian’s day remarkably parallel our own - religious divisions, economic hardships, wars, 
and severe illness and plague.  Through the window of her anchorhold, Julian listened to the woes 
of others, dispensed what comfort she could, and shared God’s love with all who came to see her.  
After fervently praying for a greater understanding of Christ’s passion, Julian experienced a series 
of divine revelations.  She is most noted for her deep theological explorations of her own 
conversions through suffering to spiritual resurrection.  Not only were Christ’s sufferings 
extraordinarily revealed to her but Julian also received assurance of God’s unwavering love of 
humankind and God’s infinite capacity for forgiveness.  The rich teachings of this mystic grounded 
in biblical spirituality will challenge each of us to reflect personally on our own life and Lenten 
pilgrimage. 
 

Julian is also recognized today as the first woman to write in English about her theological 
reflections.  It is thanks to these writings that we are able today to study and reflect on her work. 
 

The event has been planned in honor of Sarah B. Hunt (1905-1998), former Woman of the Year 
in Columbus, a person of deep faith, and a “local mystic” and spiritual companion to many.  
Sarah’s theology mirrored that of Julian in many ways, especially God as the goodness of all life 
and God’s love as the essential element of faith.  As did Julian, Sarah viewed God in the feminine.  
This performance is a ten year celebration of Sarah’s death and life. 
 

A reception will follow the presentation and a freewill offering will be taken. 
 

For additional information phone Warren Ward at 812 or 877 379-1120 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

The spiritual discipline of fasting often has been associated with the Lenten season in which we 
now dwell.  While abstaining from food is the original meaning and most basic expression of 
fasting, it is not the only form.  Fasting at its core is about any abstinence, done not simply for the 
sake of giving something up, but in order to clear a space for God.  As Dallas Willard has noted, 
“A proper abstinence actually breaks the hold of improper engagements so that the soul can be 
properly engaged by God.”  We fast in order to feast upon God.  Recently a friend shared 
anonymous advice about such fasting and feasting, and I pass it along to you with the prayer that 
it may bless your Lenten journey. 
 

Fast from judging others; feast on God dwelling in them. 

Fast from emphasis on differences; feast on the unity of life. 

Fast from apparent darkness; feast on the reality of light. 
 

Fast from thoughts of illness; feast on the healing power of God. 

Fast from words that pollute; feast on words that purify. 

Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude. 
 

Fast from anger; feast on patience. 

Fast from pessimism; feast on optimism. 

Fast from worry; feast on divine providence. 
 

Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation. 

Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives. 

Fast from unrelenting pleasure; feast on unceasing prayer. 
 

Fast from hostility; feast on peace. 

Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness. 

Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others. 
 

Fast from personal anxiety; feast on trust. 

Fast from discouragement; feast on hope. 

Fast from acts that tear down; feast on acts which build up. 
 

Fast from thoughts that weaken; feast on promises that inspire. 

Fast from idle gossip; feast on purposeful silence. 

Fast from problems which overwhelm; feast on prayer that is underestimated. 
 

 Blessings. 
 Lanny 

FINANCIAL NEWS 
The total of gifts for Week of Compassion continues to rise.  Reported in the February 25, 2009 
issue of The Inspirer was gifts totaling $970.00.  To-date, gifts totaling $1,095.00 have been sent 
to the Church Finance Council for Week of Compassion and additional gifts continue to come in.  
Final numbers will be reported in the next Inspirer. 



 

MINISTER OF CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 

CHURCH CAMP 2009 
Body Building:  One Body, Many Parts is the theme for 2009 Church Camp and Special 
Opportunities  offered by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Indiana Outdoor Ministries.  
Information in the Narthex and at www.indianadisciples.org.  North Christian Church offers ½ 
scholarships for children and youth who attend.  Adults, counselors are needed!  Contact Carolyn 
Reed at the Regional office to apply, carolyn@ccindiana.org. 

JOYFUL NOISE CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
We are now preparing music for Easter.  Children ages 5-12 are welcome!  We sing, we ring 
chimes, we use rhythm and other instruments, sometimes we dance and always we pray.  Meet in 
the Choir Room, LL#8, Wednesdays, 5:00-5:45 pm.  Leader:  Katrina McGillivray with help from 
Shauncee Johnson, David Sims and Marie Fleming 

KIDS KNIT THE MYSTERY 
Our Crazy Comforter is almost complete, but there’s still room for your knitted square.   This 
group meets on Sunday mornings from 10:00-10:25 AM in the Young Disciples classroom, LL#5.  
Materials and lessons are provided.  Leader:  Lesli Lanteigne with help from Shauncee Johnson, 
Sheryl Elston  and Doris Traylor. 

ADULT CLASS GOES TO THE SHACK 
It’s not too late to join this discussion on the best-selling novel by William P. Young,   The Shack.  
Meet in the Auditorium from 9:00-10:00 AM on Sunday mornings.  Coffee and tea are served; 
childcare provided.  Leaders:  Trudi Ellison-Kendall and Deb Holt.   

 

LECTIONARY READINGS

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2009 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17 

Psalm 19 

I Corinthians 1:18-25 

John 2:13-22 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2009 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Numbers 21:4-9 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

John 3:14-21 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2009 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 51:1-12 or  

Psalm 119:9-16 

Hebrews 5:5-10 

John 12:20-33

http://www.indianadisciples.org/
mailto:carolyn@ccindiana.org


 

ALONG TIPTON LANE 

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 

Health Care Facility 
Eddie (Baxter) Ellis, Masonic Home, TCU 
Mary K. Nichols, Silver Oaks 
Henrietta Owens, Keepsake Village 
Emerson Sutton, Columbus Health and Rehab 

Health Concerns 
Mia Bauman 
Bill Conard (brother of Debby Shaw) 
Dick Ducote admitted to Hospice in Florida, 

(father of Judith Black, colleague of Bart 
Kreps) 

Wendy Fox (friend of Jeri Lynn Kreps 
Sally Gant friend of Jeri Lynn Kreps 
Louis Harvey (husband of Tami Harvey, 

colleague of Jean Thompson) 
Bill Martin 
Hazel Meyer upcoming surgery on Monday 

(mother of Jean Thompson) 
Scoop Owen 
Lucia Pettingill (friend of John Williams) 
Elwood Wesley 

Military 
Scott Fontaine, son-in-law of Terry and 
Debby Shaw, is a journalist with the 
Washington National Guard, 81

st
 Brigade 

stationed in Balad, Iraq. 

Guatemala Mission Team Members 
Trip: March 14-March 21 

Joan Able, Ashley Burton, Marcia Burton, 
Anna Jacobson, Neal Whitson, Marty 
Winslow 

FOR YOUR DIRECTORY 
Emerson Sutton 

Columbus Health and Rehab 
Room 201-B 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION 
Dear Member of North Christian Church, 
I want to thank you for all the get well cards 
and prayers during my recent illness.  In His 

name I pray. With love, Marge Beaman 

Dear North Christian Church family, 
A tremendous thank you for the support 
toward our Guatemala Mission Trip.  Your 
presence at the luncheon fundraiser and 
your contributions totaling $822.00 are 
greatly appreciated. Special thanks to 
Marcia and Ashley Burton, Anna Jacobson, 
and Neal and Karen Whitson for their work 
and preparing food for this successful 
fundraiser.  Also, special thanks to Kellie 
Henry for donating her time and energy in 
helping with this luncheon and to all those 
who assisted with the clean-up on Sunday 
afternoon.  We are looking forward to this 
missional opportunity and will update you 

when we return. Blessings, Joan Able 

Thank you for the use of the church today! 
(February 28, 2009).  It was the perfect 
location for our event. Elizabeth Snell 
 Girl Scout of Tulip Trace Council 

Many thanks to Inspirer Volunteers who 
prepared the February 25

th
 Inspirer for 

mailing: Eva Mae Fuetterer, Doris Traylor, 
Sandy Welliver and Marian Wyke. 

WELCOME TO THE WORLD 
Congratulations to Melissa Huhn on the birth 
of her daughter, Makena Beth Huhn on 
February 16

th
.  She weighed 6 lb 14 oz.  

Proud grandparents are Gary and Rhonda 
Bell. 
 

 



 

STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE 

The Futuring Task Force Report made several recommendations, approved by the General Board 
and congregation in May and June of 2008, to move North Christian Church forward financially 
and spiritually.  One recommendation is that the Stewardship and Finance Ministry Division 
conduct a financial campaign to retire the congregation’s Operating Fund deficit of $21,000, 
incurred over the last 3 ½ years.  The Ministry Division has been considering time line and various 
approaches for the recommended campaign.  The campaign, a short and focused period with 
culminating event, will be conducted later this spring (after Easter, before summer).  Look for a 
letter close to Easter from the Ministry Division with more details.  We look to moving forward with 
purpose and in harmony to accomplish this task.   David Smith, Chairperson 
 Stewardship and Financial Ministry Division 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

GOOD FRIDAY OBSERVANCE 
Ecumenical Assembly of Bartholomew County Churches (Love Chapel Outreach) will again 
sponsor a Good Friday Service on April 10, 2009.  The service will be held at 12 noon, at the old 
Crump Theatre in downtown Columbus on Third Street between Washington and Franklin. While 
the arrangements are incomplete, our member churches will be asked to participate and a variety 
of musical offerings are planned. 

GET READY … GET SET … GO!!! 
Get out your calendars and save Sunday, April 19th for a Food and Games Afternoon following 
worship.  This special event sponsored by Evangelism and Nurture Ministry Division promises to 
be a great time of fellowship, starting with lunch, then followed by games of all kinds for all ages.  
Bring your favorite board game, card game, electronic game, or whatever your favorite is and 
come enjoy!! 

KENYA MISSION TRIP 2009 
Two years ago a team from North Christian Church went to Kenya to build a Church that would be 
used in the community as a place of worship / community center.  This was a life changing project 
for the eight members who went.  Through God's mercy, another trip to Kenya is scheduled for 
June 26 through July 12, 2009.  This trip will be a follow-up of the ministry that we started in the 
summer of 2007.  We will be involved in church building and sharing our faith with the people of 
Katisaa, in the village on Machakos, Kenya. 

I would like to extend this opportunity to everyone.  Pray for this mission trip and if you feel led to 
join us please let me know soon.  You can call me or email me: Joshua Kiilu 317 919-1327, 
joshkil@yahoo.com.  For more information on Katisaa visit http://www.africainlandchurch.org 
 

mailto:joshkil@yahoo.com
http://www.africainlandchurch.org/


 

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION 

North Christian Church celebrated Mardi Gras on Sunday, February 22nd with a Gumbo Cook-off.  
Pictures, provided by Don Welliver are included below.  To view these pictures in color, visit the 
website: www.northchristianchurch.com, click on Ministry Divisions, Evangelism and Nurture, 
then Mardi Gras. 
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A story from your Global Ministries MARCH 

2009 

A STORY FROM YOUR GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. ” 
P S A L M S 4 6 : 1 

Finding Hope and Support in Challenging Times 

Lidia is used to working hard in the fields of Colombia to support herself and her daughter, 
Marcela. Though for some time now, Lidia has not been able to work in the fields and cannot find 
another job.  Colombia’s violence and upheaval have devastated and displaced many, especially 
women. Recently, Lidia heard about the Council of Evangelical Churches of Colombia 
(CEDECOL), a Global Ministries partner, which has the Women’s Network. The Network is a 
refuge for Lidia and other displaced women and their families offering workshops and activities to 
help build greater self-esteem, and provides funding for micro businesses. 

Lidia has a strong Christian identity which is part of the reason she agreed to raise Marcela when 
asked to be her foster mother. Marcela was four years old then. Marcela’s family was forced to 
leave their farm and move to a city where they sought work on nearby farms. Shortly after their 
arrival the husband was assassinated. After the death of her husband, Marcela’s birth mother 
appeared at Lidia’s home and requested the return of her now nine year old daughter. The 
Women’s Network accompanied Lidia during this very difficult time.  Through prayer and support, 
the Network counseled Lidia as to where she should go for help and what she could do to protect 
herself. At last, after much suffering and conflict, the birth mother opted to grant custody of 
Marcela to Lidia. 

Lidia sees God at work and now prays along with the Women’s Network, for all of the women who 
hold close the hope of one day returning to their farms, their land, and to the work and community 
life they have always known. 

We pray for CEDECOL and the individuals who find their voice and vocation through the 
Women’s Network. 

Michael Joseph, a Global Ministries missionary, serves the Restoration, Life and Peace 
Commission of the Council of Evangelical Churches (CEDECOL) providing pastoral critical 
presence to church leaders and lay people who are living in life-threatening situations. 
You make the difference . . . 

You make the difference . . . 
The prayers and help you provide through your local congregations make possible the work and 
witness of GLOBAL MINISTRIES, which is supported by Disciples Mission Fund of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) and Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) of the United Church of 

Christ.  W W W . G L O B A L M I N I S T R I E S . O R G
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  Sunday Schedule Contact Information   

  8:00 a.m. Morning News Class Phone: 812.372.1531 
  9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages Fax: 812.378.9081 
10:00 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments www.northchristianchurch.com 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service lanny@northchristianchurch.com 
11:45 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments marie@northchristianchurch.com 

(Handicap Accessible ~ Childcare provided) david@northchristianchurch.com 
  denise@northchristianchurch.com 

  Church Staff About the Inspirer  

Dr. Lanny C. Lawler ……...............….....Senior Minister 
Rev. Marie F. Fleming ….…………Children’s Education 
David C. Sims ……………………....….Director of Music 
Denise A. Packer ...................................Office Manager 
Brenda Smith ……………....……....…Weekly Custodian 
Clint Imel ...............................……….Sunday Custodian 
Jannis Smith …………………………Childcare Provider 

The in-spire-er is published bi-weekly by the North Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ); Denise A. Packer, editor. Send 
address changes to 850 Tipton Lane, Columbus, IN 47201.  
Email articles to denise@northchristianchurch.com. The 
editor reserves the right to edit articles for grammar, 
spelling, length, and content.  VOLUME 09 ς ISSUE 5. 
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