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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY ~ APRIL 5, 2009 
10:30 am Worship Service 

North Christian Church Sanctuary 

Philharmonic Youth Orchestra 
2:00 p.m. Concert 

North Christian Church Sanctuary 

MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ APRIL 9, 2009 
5:30 p.m. Meal and Foot washing, Lower Level 

7:00 p.m. Holy Communion and Tenebrae Service, Sanctuary 

GOOD FRIDAY OBSERVANCE ~ APRIL 10, 2009 
12:00 Noon Worship Service 

Crump Theatre (on Third Street between Washington and Franklin) 
Sponsored by Ecumenical Assembly of Bartholomew County 

8:00 p.m. 24 Hour Prayer Vigil begins 
Auditorium and Prayer Chapel 

EASTER VIGIL ~ APRIL 11, 2009 
8:00 p.m. 24 Hour Prayer Vigil ends 

8:15 p.m. Easter Vigil Service 
North Christian Church Baptistry Chapel 

EASTER SUNDAY ~ APRIL 12, 2009 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

North Christian Church Sanctuary 
 

   in-spire-er   



 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

The following poem by Ann Weems, entitled “Lent”, caught my eye: 

Lent is a time to take the time 

To let the power of our faith story take hold of us, 

a time to let the events 

get up and walk around in us, 

a time to intensify 

our living unto Christ, 

a time to hover over 

the thoughts of our hearts, 

a time to place our feet in the streets of Jerusalem 

or to walk along the sea and listen to his word, 

a time to touch his robe 

and feel the healing surge through us, 

a time to ponder and a time to wonder… 

Lent is a time to allow a fresh new taste of God! 

I like the message of this poem, but I would change one word if the poem were mine.  In the first 
line I would change the verb “take” to “give”.  “Taking time” to do something” is usually a phrase 
we use for something we consider an obligation or duty.  “Giving time to something” is a phrase 
we reserve for doing those things we consider important, meaningful, a privilege, or all of those 
things.  Such a change might shift our whole orientation to that most precious phenomenon of 
time, in which we live and move and have our being.   

Lent is a season to give time to “our living unto Christ”.  How else to develop a relationship, other 
than to give it time?  But that is difficult when we see it as just one more thing to plan, and then 
scurry around to do it in very active, busy lives.  Several weeks ago I suggested that if you want to 
do something to care for the world, you start off small, since most already are doing a number of 
things along that line in work and leisure times.  I suggested that we simply stop—completely—at 
every stop sign.  Think about the stop, take a deep breath, and actually look around at the world, 
allowing the world to catch up with us.  We “lose” perhaps three seconds, but we make the world 
safer for children and give ourselves a bit of space to better hear what God has to say to us.  
Someone told me last week that it was actually working for them. 

About this matter of “giving time in Lent”.  Think small.  Five minutes a day.  And in those five 
minutes, don’t pray as you “ought.”  Simply pray as you can.  Whether it is sitting still with nothing 
in mind or reading a psalm or silently gazing upon budding trees and blossoming flowers, and 
breathing a silent thank-you to the Creator for such beauty.  Each day.  Five minutes. 
Let me know how it works…. 

Blessings, Lanny 



 

LECTIONARY READINGS

SUNDAY, 03/29/09 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 51:1-12 or  

Psalm 119:9-16 

Hebrews 5:5-10 

John 12:20-33 

SUNDAY, 04/0509 

Sixth Sunday in Lent 

Liturgy of the Palms 

Mark 11:1-11 or 

John 12:12-16 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Liturgy of the Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Mark 14:1—15:47 

(Dramatic reading 

with multiple readers—no 

sermon) 

THURSDAY, 04/09/09 

Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

FRIDAY, 04/10/09 

Good Friday 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Psalm 22 

Hebrews 10:16-25 or 

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

John 18:1-19:42 

SATURDAY, 04/11/09 

Holy Saturday 

Job 14:1-14 or 

Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24 

Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16 

I Peter 4:1-8 

Matthew 27:57-66 or 

John 19:38-42 

SUNDAY, 04/12/09 

Easter Day 

Resurrection of the Lord 

Acts 10:34-43 or  

Isaiah 25:6-9 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

I Corinthians 15:1-11 

John 20:1-18 or 

Mark 16:1-8 

SUNDAY, 04/19/09 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 4:32-35 

Psalm 133 

I John 1:1-2:2 

John 20:19-31 

ALONG TIPTON LANE 
IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 

Health Care Facility 

Eddie (Baxter) Ellis, Masonic Home, TCU 

Mary K. Nichols, Silver Oaks 

Henrietta Owens, Keepsake Village 

Emerson Sutton, Columbus Health and Rehab 

Health Concerns 

Mia Bauman 

Bill Conard (brother of Debby Shaw) 

Natalie Fairhead (mother of co-worker of 

Karen Whitson) 

Wendy Fox (friend of Jeri Lynn Kreps) 

Sally Gant (friend of Jeri Lynn Kreps) 

Louis Harvey (husband of Tami Harvey, 

colleague of Jean Thompson) 

Bill Martin 

Scoop Owen 

Elwood Wesley 

Military 

Scott Fontaine, son-in-law of Terry and 

Debby Shaw, is a journalist with the 

Washington National Guard, 81
st
 Brigade. 



 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION 
Many thanks to our 

volunteers who 

prepared the last 

issue of The Inspirer 

for mailing: Debbie 

Shaw, Doris 

Traylor, and Sandy Welliver. 

The church 

office has 

heard from 

John 

Williams that his family friend, Lucia 

Pettingill, has gotten word that after 

treatment her scan for cancer was negative.  

She sends her thanks for all of the prayers 

from North Christian Church on her behalf. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
From The Republic: ABC-Stewart School 

sixth-grader Conner Hayes recently served 

as page for State Senator Greg Walker, R-

Columbus.  Conner is the son of Eric and 

Sally Hayes, and grandson of Bob and 

Marilyn Hayes.  Congratulations, Conner!  

We are proud of you!! 

Congratulations to Stephen and Lisa 

Thompson on the birth of their son, Henry 

John Carl on March 9, 2009 at 10:55 p.m.  

He weighed 6 pounds, 2 ounces and 

measured 19” in length.  Proud grandmother 

is Jean Thompson. 

EASTER LILIES 
North Christian Church continues its Easter 

tradition of 

placing flowers 

in the sanctuary 

on Easter 

Sunday.  Lilies 

can be ordered 

and purchased 

in memory of, in honor of, or in celebration of 

loved ones by the congregation.  Included in 

this issue of The Inspirer is a Easter Lily 

order form.  Please complete your order 

form and return it to the church office by 

Sunday, April 5
th
.   

JULIAN OF NORWICH 
Julian of Norwich a 14

th
 century mystic will 

provide spiritual 

guidance to Christians in 

Columbus on Sunday, 

March 29
th

 from 4:00 to 

5:30 p.m. at North 

Christian Church.  The 

Rev. Linda Loving will 

present a one person 

play JULIAN that has both challenged and 

stimulated Christians in their spiritual 

journeys. Julian, considered one of the first 

women to write in English, wrote theological 

reflections that guide us still today. Plan to 

share this unique Lenten experience with 

your family and friends.  This play is 

sponsored by First Presbyterian Church, 

North Christian Church and St. Bartholomew 

Catholic Church. 



 

DISCIPLES WOMENS MINISTRIES 

Morning Circle will meet at 9:30 a.m. on 

Wednesday, April 

1
st
 at the home of 

Virginia Stoner, 

4895 Pine Ridge 

Drive, Columbus.  

The study will be 

provided by 

Charline Bulpitt.  

Those wishing to 

carpool are asked to meet at the church at 

9:00 a.m.  For directions, contact Virginia at 

812.342.6088. 

Evening Circle is scheduled to meet at 6:00 

p.m. at the home of Carole Hyneman, 5919 

Seabrook Lane, Bay Shore Villas, 

Indianapolis.  Those wishing to carpool are 

asked to meet at the church at 5:00 p.m.  

For directions, contact Carole at 

317.859.1474. 

FOOD AND GAMES ~ APRIL 19TH 
Come one, come all to the April 19th Food 
and Games Afternoon following worship!!  
There’ll be something for all ages!!  Bring 
your own favorite sandwich, your favorite 
game, and wrapped “White Elephants” for 
game prizes.  We’ll provide soup, drinks, 
dessert, and tableware.  Come enjoy Bridge, 
Euchre, Scrabble, Puzzles, games such as 
Pac Man (on an old Commodore 64 
computer), Bingo, or whatever game is your 
favorite.   This will be a fun afternoon you 
don’t want to miss!!  For more information, 
contact Sandy Welliver at 812.579.6604. 
 

2009 EASTER SPECIAL OFFERING 

This offering will be received at North Christian Church on April 5th and 12th. 

Go Light Your World 

We are a family whose hearts are blazing;  

So let's raise our candles and light up the sky 

Praying to the Creator, in the name of Jesus 

Make us a beacon in darkest times* 

As a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world, the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a beacon of light in 

the darkest of times. The Easter offering supports the General 

Ministries of the Christian Church as together we bring the 

light of Christ to dark corners of the world. 

For your convenience, a brochure and envelope are provided for your gift.  Please give 

generously! 



 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN OUTREACH COMPONENT 

LOCAL OUTREACH: $10,500—24.5% 
Love Chapel $5,000 

Eastside Community Center $2,500 

Family-School Partners $2,500 
In existence since 1988 and under the umbrella of BCSC, Family-School Partners has 
received no money from the School Corporation General Fund since 2004.  Grant and 
foundation money is being reduced, and the shortfall in the needed budget beginning 
January 1, 2010 will be considerable, putting this vital early education program at risk.  More 
information can be found on the Bartholomew County School Corporation Website.  On the 
homepage, click on “Departments”, then click on “Family School Partners. 

Refugee Resettlement $500 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST): $25,500—59.3% 

REGIONAL MANIFESTATION: $10,000 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Indiana $10,000 

Provides a gift to Permanent funds of the Region, thereby providing a “gift in perpetuity”. 

GENERAL MINISTRY UNITS: $11,300 
Week of Compassion Endowment $5,000 

Provides a “gift in perpetuity” to our disaster relief and development ministry, which is one of 
Disciples’ “best practices” ministries. 

 

Heartbeats of Faith Campaign $4,100 
This represents our congregational part of the Indiana Region’s goal in The Heartbeats of 
Faith Capital Campaign.  The campaign goal to raise $5 million nationwide is to assure the 
sustainability of the Churchwide Healthcare Program, the self-funded health insurance 
program available to clergy (active and retired), missionaries, and church workers in 
congregations, regions and general ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).   
By action of the General Assembly in 1971, the Churchwide Health Care program was 
created with the Pension Fund acting as trustee, and today more than 2,900 church servants 
and their families rely on the Churchwide Health Care program for their primary medical, 
prescription, dental, and vision insurance.  

 
Gifts to the Heartbeats of Faith Campaign are invested in the new Health Care Benefit 
Reserve Fund.  The fund principal is available to: 

 Manage program costs 

 Sustain program viability 

 Offset claims in excess of premiums 

 
Income earned from the Health Care Benefit Reserve Fund is available to:  



 

 Subsidize health care premiums for older (60+years) health plan participants, 
pensioners who have great financial need, and new church pastors. 

 Support wellness programs for clergy and other church workers 

 

Council on Christian Unity Endowment  $2,200 
Honors our historic commitment to Christian Unity and our very reason for being, provides for 
that ongoing work, and honors the ecumenical commitment of North Christian Church and 
many of its members who have provided significant leadership in ecumenical ministries 
nationally and locally. 

 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS: $4,200 
North Christian Church Scholarship at Christian Theological Seminary $2,000 

Honors the historic commitment of the congregation to theological education at Christian 
Theological Seminary and its previous institutional incarnation, Butler Graduate School of 
Religion. 

Disciples Divinity House, Vanderbilt University Divinity School $2,200 
Honors the theological education provided to three senior ministers of North Christian Church: 
Bill Paulsell, David Shirey, and Lanny Lawler 

 

OUT OF COUNTRY: $7,000—16.2% 
Boys Home, Puerto Rico (Disciples-related)—Commercial Clothes Dryer $4,000 

 (already disbursed) 

Katissa AIC congregation in Machakos, Kenya $3,000 
For the continuing work of constructing the church building. 

 

TOTAL CAPITAL CAMPAIGN OUTREACH: $43,000 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY NEWS 

Disciples Will Gather At The Wholeness Café To Discuss Our Future 

A Spirit-filled exchange about what it means to carry out God's mission in a hurting world will take 
place when Disciples gather for the Wholeness Café during the second day of the Assembly, 
Thursday July 30. Using a social conversation model, the Wholeness Café concept will bring 6000 
+ Disciples together face-to-face to address ways to live into our newly stated identity: 

"We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. As part of 
the one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord's Table as God has welcomed us."  

The Wholeness Café is designed to help us mine the wisdom of those gathered, connect with 
each other as a community of believers, and shape our future together. You are encouraged to 
attend this conversation, where your voice is needed. 

For more details, go to www.disciples.org/ga and click on "...for the Healing of the Nations" 

http://www.disciples.org/ga/


 

NORTH CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ) 

850 Tipton Lane 

Columbus, Indiana 47201 
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  Sunday Schedule Contact Information   

  8:00 a.m. Morning News Class Phone: 812.372.1531 
  9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages Fax: 812.378.9081 
10:00 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments www.northchristianchurch.com 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service lanny@northchristianchurch.com 
11:45 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments marie@northchristianchurch.com 

(Handicap Accessible ~ Childcare provided) david@northchristianchurch.com 
  denise@northchristianchurch.com 

  Church Staff About the Inspirer  

Dr. Lanny C. Lawler ……...............….....Senior Minister 
Rev. Marie F. Fleming ….…………Children’s Education 
David C. Sims ……………………....….Director of Music 
Denise A. Packer ...................................Office Manager 
Brenda Smith ……………....……....…Weekly Custodian 
Clint Imel ...............................……….Sunday Custodian 
Jannis Smith …………………………Childcare Provider 

The in-spire-er is published bi-weekly by the North Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ); Denise A. Packer, editor. Send 
address changes to 850 Tipton Lane, Columbus, IN 47201.  
Email articles to denise@northchristianchurch.com. The 
editor reserves the right to edit articles for grammar, 
spelling, length, and content.  VOLUME 09 ς ISSUE 6. 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

COLUMBUS, INDIANA 

PERMIT #39 

mailto:lanny@northchristianchurch.com
mailto:marie@northchristianchurch.com
mailto:david@northchristianchurch.com
mailto:denise@northchristianchurch.com
mailto:denise@northchristianchurch.com

