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SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2009

CHURCH CAMP CELEBRATION AND PROMOTION

Body Building: One Body, Many Parts is the theme for this summer’s Indiana Region Church
CamP program. Church Camp changes lives! There are opportunities for children and youth, 2™
- 12" grades. And for adults, there are counselor positions. Join us this Sunday, May 3 for
information, registration and “S’more Mix” in the narthex. Visit www.indianadisciples.org for
immediate information.

HYMN FESTIVAL

The choirs of North Christian, First Lutheran, and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will join together to
present a hymn festival entitled “O Love, How Deep”. A hymn festival is a historically Lutheran
event, filled with singing in all forms. Hymns, anthems, readings, and reflections will be woven
together to explore themes of love and our response to being loved by God. Come and join us at
4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary!

DEFICIT RETIREMENT CAMPAIGN BEGINS SOON
“With Glad and Generous Hearts”

The Stewardship and Finance Futuring Task Force Report to the General Board and congregation
on May 20, 2008, made several recommendations for moving our congregation forward both
financially and spiritually. One of its recommendations is to hold a financial campaign to retire the
congregation’s operating fund deficit of $21,500 incurred in the 2005-06, 2006 (6 months), and
2008 budget years. The Stewardship and Finance Ministry Division has been considering the
various ways and the time to fulfill this recommendation. The first letter about the campaign will be
sent to all members on May 6. Our goal is to “Retire the Deficit” on Sunday, June 14. The theme
of the campaign is “With Glad and Generous Hearts”.

Look for more information in the May 6 letter, and let us prepare to move forward in purpose and
harmony to accomplish this task! Stewardship and Finance Ministry Division



http://www.indianadisciples.org/

MINISTER’S MUSINGS

In Wednesday Connection the most recent
study focus has been stewardship.
Stewardship is most popularly understood as
the word describing the church in its
dealings with money. The steward was a
familiar figure in the daily world of the Bible,
a person who was in charge of the
household affairs and/or business affairs of
a master and owner. The Christian
understanding of stewardship is informed by
a small number of parables in Matthew and
Luke that unfold along these lines:

e The master/owner goes away on a trip.

e The steward is left in charge of the
household or estate

e The owner returns and conducts an
evaluation of the steward’s work

e The owner rewards or punishes the
steward according to the steward’s
performance.

Ron Allen, professor of New Testament at
C.T.S. has pointed out a couple of problems
with this image set. First, by using the
owner — steward relationship as an analogy
for the God — human relationship, God is
represented as an absentee landlord —
basically removed from the world and work
of the steward. Second, in the parables the
landowner is typically depicted as hard and
demanding, a far cry from the God of
unbounded pure love presented by the
Christian confession.

There is; however, another model in the New
Testament, presented by Paul, which |
commend to you for reflection. As Ron Allen
notes, Paul in several passages describes
the church as a koinonia, which has
frequently been translated as “fellowship”.

“To have fellowship” in our culture today
means to have a warm, positive feeling
toward one another. But in the first century
Mediterranean world, koinonia had a much
stronger meaning — one of partnership.

That Paul understood the church as
partnership means that each of the partners
was Jomed to each other and to the
community  in
the service of
AN the common
a 4N goal of bearing

witness to the

gospel. God
C‘ calls us into

partnership in
Komonla the divine
Partners with God pission through

Jesus, who is a living senior partner in the
fellowship. God is no absentee landlord, but
constantly involved in the partnership.
Further, each member of the church is a
partner with God and all other members in
the divine mission. The use of our
resources thus becomes a way of giving
expression to our connection to God, to one
another, and to God’s purpose for the world.
For that reason, Paul uses the word koinonia
for the collection he takes in Rome to send
to the Jerusalem church (Romans 15:22-
29).

Partners with God — that is an awesome
thought! You, me, God, and everybody are
caught up in a huge web of koinonial
connection! No wonder Paul speaks so
positively about giving, using words like joy,
cheerfulness, giving not of necessity but
freely, grace. Think of it — we not only
worship a God of pure love, we are also
partners with God!

Blessings, Lanny



ALONG TIPTON LANE

WELCOME NEW MEMBER
We extend a warm welcome to Dr. Clifford Cain,
who joined North Christian Church on Sunday,
April 19, 2009. Clifford is Professor of Religion at
Franklin College. Notes of welcome may be sent
to Dr. Cain at 755 Walnut Street, Franklin, IN
46131.

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS
Christian Sympathy is extended to Angela
Robertson and family upon the sudden death of
her brother, Aaron “Duane” Rhoades on
Saturday, April 25, 2009. Calling will be at 10:00
a.m. at North Christian Church, followed by a
memorial service at 11:00 a.m. Cards may be
sent to Bud, Angela and Brooke Robertson at
910 Redwing Drive, Columbus, IN 47203. May
God’s peace comfort the family during their time
of grief.

HEALTH CARE FACILITY
Eddie (Baxter) Ellis, Masonic Home, TCU
Mary K. Nichols, Silver Oaks
Henrietta Owens, Keepsake Village
Emerson Sutton, Columbus Health and Rehab

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

HEALTH CONCERNS
Mia Bauman, Bill Conard, Natalie Fairhead,
Wendy Fox, Sally Gant, Louis Harvey, Bill
Martin, Scoop Owens, Elwood Wesley.

NOTES OF APPRECIATION
Special thanks to Debby Shaw, Marian Wyke,
Doris Traylor, and Sandy Welliver for preparing
the last Inspirer for mailing. Your gift of time and
talent is such a blessing!

Many thanks to the women who helped make the
reception following the memorial for Eloise Sears
Brown a big success on Saturday, April 18"
Kudos go to Gretchen Kreps, Geneva Timmons,
Marian Wyke and Brenda Smith. Gratefully,

Helen Haddad

LECTIONARY READINGS
SUNDAY, May 3, 2009
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:5-12, Psalm 23
| John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18

SUNDAY, May 10, 2009
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:25-31
| John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8

May 16 - Parents Night Out and Vacation Bible
School pre-registration will be held Saturday,
from 5:00-8:00 PM at Asbury UMC. If you want
to participate in Parents Night Out, sign up by
May 10. For more information contact Jodie
Silbaugh, 372-7130.

May 24 - Graduate Recognition —Please email
name, high school, college, degree, and post-
degree plans to Rev. Marie Fleming at
marie@northchristianchurch.com .

June 15-19: Vacation Bible School - We are
invited to join Asbury UMC, First UMC and St.
Paul's Episcopal Church for Vacation Bible
School. Get ready to take a walk on the wild side
— during the Prayer Safari VBS! While the kids
(ages 3-6" grade) enjoy a week full of crafts,
games, snacks, music and fun they will also

learn to talk to God as they explore the Lord’'s
Prayer!

Volunteers are needed - contact Sarah
Campbell (372-2851 or
scampbell@fumccolumbus.org) to sign up or for
more info!

June 23-27, 2010 - 14" Quadrennial Assembly
for Women. The cost for registration is $375.00.
This event will take place at Koury Convention
Center and Four Seasons Hotel, Greensboro,
North Carolina Cost for housing is $122.00 +tax
per room; with 4 per room: $30.50 X 7 nights =
$213.50 + tax. This assumes arriving June 22
and departing June 28. Registration begins at
the 2009 General Assembly, Indiana Convention
Center, Indianapolis, IN July 29 — August 2. All
interested, please contact Caroline Cox-Smith at
church, by phone at (317)359-7126, or e-mail at
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cscoxsmith@yahoo.com. We will plan on a brief preliminary plans.
meeting the first of June, 2009, to discuss
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Sunday Schedule Contact Information

8:00 a.m. Morning News Class Phone: 812.372.1531
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages Fax: 812.378.9081
10:00 a.m. Fellowship & Refreshments www.northchristianchurch.com
10:30 a.m. Worship Service lanny@northchristianchurch.com
11:45 a.m. Fellowship & Refreshments marie@northchristianchurch.com
(Handicap Accessible ~ Childcare provided) david@northchristianchurch.com

denise@northchristianchurch.com

Church Sta About the Inspirer

Clint Imel ..o Sunday Custodian
Dr. Lanny C. LaWIEr ....eoveoeereeererereeerens Senior Minister Jannis Smith ... Childcare Provider
Rev. Marie F. Fleming ................ Children’s Education
David C. SiMS .......coovvvviiiiiiiieenn, Director of Music
Denise A. Packer........cccccoviiiiiieeneinnns Office Manager

Brenda Smith ..., Weekly Custodian
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