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CHRISTIAN LEARNING RECOGNITION
Celebrate Christian Learning on Sunday, May 17 as we honor all who have given time and talent
for our learning ministries. We will recognize and thank volunteers during the morning worship
service at 10:30 a.m. and honor them at a reception following worship in the narthex. This
celebration is hosted by the Christian Learning and Evangelism and Nurture ministry divisions.

SECOND FLOOD IN COLUMBUS - - UNEMPLOYMENT!

COMMUNITY SERVICE PLANNED
A Service of Prayer and Lament for the Community will be held at North Christian Church on
Wednesday, May 20 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. A time of fellowship and refreshments will follow. This
service is being held in light of ongoing job cuts in our area. It will take the place of the regular
Wednesday Connection program.

The community is invited to attend. Please spread the word among neighbors, friends, family and
co-workers. The entire service and refreshment time will be held in the Lower Level Lounge.

GRADUATE RECOGNITION
May 24 is Graduate Recognition Day at North Christian Church. If you or someone in your
household will be graduating from High School, College or a post-Grad program, please contact
the church office with the name of the graduate, their institution, degree and post-graduation
plans.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held Monday-Friday, June 15-19, 5:45-8:30 PM at Asbury
United Methodist Church. Children ages 3 through 5" grade are invited to attend. Registration
begins May 17! To register children or to serve as an adult volunteer, contact Sarah Campbell at
372-2851, or scampbell@fumccolumbus.org. Thanks to the folk at First UMC, Asbury UMC and
St. Paul’s Episcopal for inviting us to join them this year!
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FROM THE STAFF

MINISTER’S MUSINGS

Gerard Manley Hopkins has a wonderful
poem, “The Wreck of the Deutschland,”
where he uses the noun Easter as a verb.
Hopkins writes, “Let him Easter in us, be a
dayspring to the dimness of us.”

What a beautiful phrase and prayer, which
gets at the transforming reality of Easter!
The truth of the phrase is that Easter is not
simply about something that happened to
Jesus, but it is something that is not
complete until it happens to us. Easter has
not occurred fully until it enters us and
transforms our lives.

Philips  Brooks, a nineteenth-century
Episcopal bishop and author, once said,
“The great Easter truth is not that we are to
live newly after death, but that we are to be
new here and now by the power of the
resurrection.” The good news of Easter is
that there is the possibility of new life now.
The power of the resurrection is not
something that simply awaits us after death,
but something that comes to us now.

In so many ways people long for an
experience of Easter in their lives. A widow
whose spouse died at a much too early age.
A person who has lost his or her job and
faces the struggle and fear of a constructing
a new career at midlife with all its challenges
and uncertainties. A friend whose physical
condition means living with meager energy
that limits activity. In many ways people long
for new life, God eastering in them, a
dayspring to the dimness in them.

Certainly the women arriving at the tomb
early on that first Easter morning needed to
experience Easter as a verb. In Mark’s
gospel the women arrive at the tomb
thinking the story was over. They came to
anoint the dead body of Jesus and to mourn
the loss of their Lord. Instead, they
encountered the breathtaking
announcement that God had raised Christ
from the dead, and that he had gone ahead
of them to Galilee where they will see him.
God had raised Jesus, and although the
reality of the event was so overwhelming that
they were dumbfounded, there is no
evidence of doubt on their part. Mark
declares, “they went out and fled the tomb,
for terror and amazement had seized them;
and they said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid.” The women experienced
Easter as a noun, but not yet as a verb, for
they were afraid and said nothing to anyone.

From other gospels we know the women
eventually did experience Easter as a verb,
going and telling the other disciples that
Christ had been raised from the dead. He
Eastered in them and they were transformed
from a group of terrified people to apostles
who boldly went forth from the tomb and
proclaimed the good news: because Christ
is risen life is stronger than death, love is
stronger than hate, and God’s peace is more
powerful than human violence.

Easter is a verb. It is something that
happens to us, and it is true when it lives
where we live and permeates our souls. As
New Testament scholar N. T. Wright
remarks: ““Those of you who are going to



preach on Easter Sunday, please note that
the resurrection stories in the Gospels do
not say Jesus is raised, therefore we'’re
going to heaven or therefore we're going to
be raised. They say Jesus is raised,
therefore, God’s new creation has begun
and we'’ve got a job to do.”

Easter is something that happens in us.
Easter is a verb. The good news of Easter
is not simply that God has raised Christ from
the dead, but that Easter is a verb and
happens in us as well. New life is available
to each one of us here and now. Today we
can let go of past hurts and grudges and
start anew. Today we can let go of our fear
and fixation on death and trust in the Lord of
life and love. Today we can claim new life in
our families, in our jobs, in our relationships,
in our church. We can be new here and now
by the power of the resurrection.

Easter means that God’s “great clean-up of
the world” has begun, and we can
participate. We can let Easter enter us and
live right where we live, permeating our
souls. We can let Christ Easter in us, and
be a dayspring to the dimness of us. Christ
is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Blessings, Lanny

MINISTER OF CHILDREN’S
EDUCATION

| had the good fortune of attending a
wonderful workshop called “The Essential
Small Church.” | know that it is not in our
DNA to think of North Christian Church as a
“small” church — and in many ways we are
not. We have a very large legacy of service
and advocacy in our community. Of course

our building and grounds constitute an
architectural jewel. The outreach that
springs from the hands of our family is much
larger than our numbers might suggest,
whether we are repairing flood damaged
homes in Columbus, Indiana and Moss
Pointe, Mississippi, building cook stoves in
the Guatemala highlands or constructing a
church building in Machakos, Kenya;
whether we are coordinating volunteers at
Love Chapel, being Book Buddies with
neighborhood school kids or working on
long-term flood recovery; whether we are
serving the community as teachers,
administrators, engineers, social service
advocates, caseworkers, construction
workers, farmers, homemakers, health care
workers, attorneys; whether we are visiting
the sick, making phone calls to check in on
one another, or carrying food or a prayer
shawl to a neighbor in need.

But since our numbers are down, | would like
to share two tenets from the workshop that
offer perspective, encouragement and hope
- with thanks to pastor, author and workshop
leader, Rev. Dr. David Ray.

Tenet #1: God has a Biblical Bias for
Smallness. From Genesis to revelation, we
find that God has a bias for the poor, the
dispossessed, the disadvantaged, the
righteous, the young...and the small. With
very few exceptions, biblical faithfulness
does not come from or result in large
numbers. ...Jesus’ principle teaching images
were small: a widow’s mite, a child’s lunch,
a mustard seed, a pearl in a field, yeast in a
mound of dough. Even his resurrection
appearances were intimate occasions
among very few persons - behind closed



doors, in a garden, on the Emmaus road,
and on an isolated lake shore. ...In Acts we
read that, at Pentecost, “all the believers
continued together in close fellowship and
shared their meals together in their homes.”

Tenet #2: Small Churches are the Right
Size. The biblical marks of the church are
quite clear. The Word is heard and the
sacraments are observed. Love and justice

LECTIONARY READINGS

are practiced. The Christ is made incarnate
in word and deed. The Body spends itself in
redemptive action. Where even two or three
are gathered, there is Christ in the midst of
us. No promise or presence is better than
that!

Thankful for you and the ministry we share,
Marie

SUNDAY, May 17, 2009
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98
I John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

SUNDAY, May 24, 2009
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1
| John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

ALONG TIPTON LANE

SUNDAY, May 31, 2009
Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 or
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:22-27 or
Acts 2:1-21
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

SUNDAY, June 7, 2009
Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 28
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS

HEALTH CARE FACILITY
Eddie (Baxter) Ellis, Masonic Home
Mary K. Nichols, Silver Oaks
Henrietta Owens, Keepsake Village
Emerson Sutton, Columbus Health and Rehab

HEALTH CONCERNS

Mia Bauman, Bill Conard, Natalie Fairhead,
Wendy Fox, Sally Gant, Louis Harvey, Bill
Martin, Scoop Owens, Elwood Wesley.

NOTES OF APPRECIATION
Bread Bakers and Greeters: Thanks to the
following members of North Christian Church
for serving as Bread Bakers and Greeters in
the month of May: Walt and Joan Able, Linda
and Justin Monroe, Jerry and Sharon Karr,



Bob and Marilyn Hayes, and Frank and
Gretchen Kreps.

Sharing The Good News: Thank you to
David Sims, Erynn Shaw, Marty Winslow,
John Burnett, and David Smith for Sharing
the Good News in Worship during the month
of May.

Acolytes: Thanks to the following children
who serve as Acolytes: Patrick Lawler,
Conner Hayes, Rebecca McAvoy, Elizabeth
McAvoy, Jacob Johnson, Jordan Johnson,
Skye McGillivray, Justin Monroe, and Evan
Shaw.

Mother's Day Corsage Makers: The
Evangelism and Nurture Ministry Division
gives many thanks to Gretchen Kreps, Eva
Mae Fuetterer, Debby Shaw, and Doris

Traylor who helped me construct silk flower
corsages for Mother's Day recognition. Also
thanks to Marty Winslow and Debby Shaw
for helping hand out the corsages to the
women who attended Sunday Worship on
May 10th. Many thanks on a super job!!!

Sandy Welliver

Inspirer Volunteers: Special thanks to
Debby Shaw, Doris Traylor, Sandy Welliver,
and Shirley Handley for preparing the last
Inspirer for mailing. Your gift of time and
talent is such a blessing!

FUN AND GAMES AT NORTH CHRISTIAN CHURCH

The following pictures, courtesy of Don Welliver, are of the April 19" Food & Games Afternoon:



Pictured above: Lanny Lawler, Wally Fuetterer and David Smith

Pictured above: Claire Jones, Geneva Timmons, Lea Hartley, and Eva Mae Fuetterer
Pictured below: Nancy Aurand-Humpf (left) and Caroline Cox-Smith (right)




Pictured above: Jessica Humpf, Sandy Welliver, Skye McGillivray, Debby and Terry Shaw
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Sunday Schedule Contact Information

8:00 a.m. Morning News Class Phone: 812.372.1531
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages Fax: 812.378.9081
10:00 a.m. Fellowship & Refreshments www.northchristianchurch.com
10:30 a.m. Worship Service lanny@northchristianchurch.com
11:45 a.m. Fellowship & Refreshments marie@northchristianchurch.com
(Handicap Accessible ~ Childcare provided) david@northchristianchurch.com

denise@northchristianchurch.com

Church Sta About the Inspirer

Dr. Lanny C. Lawler ........cccccccevvivnnenenn. Senior Minister The in-spire-er is published bi-weekly by the North Christian
Rev. Marie F. Fleming ................ Children’s Education Church (Disciples of Christ); Denise A. Packer, editor. Send
David C. SIMS .........ccoeeiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. Director of Music address changes to 850 Tipton Lane, Columbus, IN 47201.
Denise A. Packer ..o Office Manager Email articles to denise@northchristianchurch.com. The
Brenda Smith Weekly Custodian editor reserves the right to edit articles for grammar,
Clint Imel.................. Sunday Custodian spelling, length, and content. VOLUME 9¢ ISSUB,

Childcare Provider

Jannis Smith
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