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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held Monday-Friday, June 15-19, 5:45-8:30 PM at Asbury 

United Methodist Church.  Children ages 3 through 5
th
 grade are invited to attend.  Registration 

begins May 17!  To register children or to serve as an adult volunteer, contact Sarah Campbell at 

372-2851, or scampbell@fumccolumbus.org.  Thanks to the folk at First UMC, Asbury UMC and 

St. Paul’s Episcopal for inviting us to join them this year! 

MISSION TEAM HEADING TO KENYA 
On June 27

th
 four of us from North Christian Church are going to Machakos Kenya to work on the 

Church/Education Center that was started more than two years ago.  We will be working with their 

construction team to continue to help build the church, participate in their Sunday worship, Sunday 

School classes, and have at least two days of a medical clinic for members of the church and 

surrounding neighbors.  The last Sunday that we are there the Vice President of Kenya Kalonzo 

might even join the services, as Joshua, his family and this church are highly connected.  In 

addition we will be bringing as many red choir robes as we can afford and carry with us to 

continue to progressively outfit their forty person choir.  We started with sixteen robes that they 

were very appreciative of. 

Why are we going to Kenya when there is so much to do here in our own city?  Why not?  Kenya 

is breath-takingly beautiful; the people that we know from AIC-Katissa church are warm, loving 

and full of Christ’s spirit.  The most important reason however relates to the scripture that we read 

last Sunday.  In Acts Jesus tells his disciples that by the power of the Holy Spirit we are called to 

be his witnesses to the ends of the earth. 

There are three ways that you can help.  Please pray for us, we will be gone June 25
th
 to July 13

th
.  

Come to Friends-of-AIC Katissa meetings at church Sunday mornings June 7
th
, 14

th
, and 21

st
 at 

9:30 for other “jobs” or send whatever financial donation you can give.  This money will be spent 

on Choir Robes and building supplies for the Church/Education Center.  Checks can be made out 

to AIC-Katissa c/o North Christian Church, 850 Tipton Lane, Columbus, Indiana 47201. 

Thanks for your support! 

Joshua Kiilu, Neal Whitson, David Hamilton and Sheryl Elston 

   in-spire-er   

mailto:scampbell@fumccolumbus.org


 

FROM THE STAFF
MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

After this the Lord appointed seventy others 

and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 

every town and place where he himself 

intended to go. Luke 10:1 

 

He replied, ”But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.”   Acts 1:7-8 

 

Lately several people have asked me, “I 

keep hearing about this Living on the Edge 

regional transformation process in which we 

are engaged–what’s it all about?”  I have a 

simple reply: “It’s about becoming a Luke 10 

church.”  That’s the reason at every monthly 

pastors’ meeting the six of us begin by 

reading and reflecting on Luke 10:1-12.  

That’s why when we begin General Board 

meetings here at North Christian, we often 

begin with multiple readings and prayerful 

reflection on Luke 10:1-12.  That’s why when 

I am the one doing the devotion at monthly 

Elders’ meeting, we have multiple readings 

with prayerful reflection on Luke 10:1-12. 

 

You might think that reading a passage of 

scripture again and again, slowly and 

prayerfully, would soon get tiresome, even 

boring.  Nothing could be farther from the 

truth!  As you begin to dwell in a passage,  

you notice details and nuances that you 

never had seen before.  At the beginning of 

our May 2 Guiding Teams meeting, Luke 

10:1-12 was read.  After a brief time of 

silence, we broke into pairs for discussion of 

what we had noticed in the passage.  I 

commented that Jesus sent the seventy out 

to places that he had not been before, which 

is not the usual model for those of us in 

North America.  My partner made the 

comment that “the movement of the whole 

passage is outward.” 

 

The truth of my discussion partner’s 

comment made all kinds of connections.  

The outward movement in Luke 10:1-12 is 

also true of whole book of Acts, the sequel 

to Luke’s gospel written by the same author.  

Such outward movement is how the Jesus 

movement, later called the Church, grew 

and spread.  Read through Acts and you will 

notice a curious pattern occurring again and 

again.  Jesus’ disciples move out into the 

communities around them and beyond, 

proclaiming the good news in word and 

deed.  Their words and actions are 

engaging, sometimes even provocative, 

leading people to seek out the gathered 

Christian community and ask, “Who are you 

people?”  “What beliefs lead you to say and 

do these things–why do you serve in these 

ways?”  In hearing the answers of the 

community, such seekers were drawn to be 

a part. 

 

That is a different model of church than the 

one we have been operating with in North 

America for the last century.  The model in 

most of our heads is that the church’s 

mission is to bring the world into the church.  

In Jesus mission, however, the seventy 

disciples are sent out into the world “to the 

places where he intended to go”, a 

movement outward that was continued in the 



 

book of Acts.  In this Pentecost model, when 

the Spirit comes, the church, as church, 

moves outward and engages the world in 

word and deed.   It’s not about getting 

people “to come to church”; it’s about the 

church going out and engaging neighbors in 

the world right where they live. 

 

As I remarked Sunday, for two decades our 

congregation has been losing members.  

Our story is the same as that of so many 

historic mainline Protestant churches all 

across this country and in Europe, too.  

Mostly we have failed to attract 

replacements for those dying or leaving.  As 

the world around us changed, we did not.  All 

too often, instead of engaging critical social 

issues and risking the witness of Christ-like 

love, a few brave congregations and leaders 

risked as much as they thought they could, 

and then hurried back indoors with their tax-

exempt status intact.  We have marginalized 

ourselves and become boring.  It is truly 

wonderful and faithful that we feed our 

neighbors and visit sick friends.  It’s great 

that we send blankets and animals all over 

the world.  Let’s risk the next step.  I’m not 

sure what that next step is, frankly–but I am 

sure that it means focusing our mission as a 

congregation beyond our doors, and training 

ourselves and our children to see others 

through the love of Jesus.  It will mean 

changing the mental model we have of 

church, and focusing not on numbers or 

budgets, but rather on a vision of what the 

Spirit will enable us to do in our community 

and beyond. The Spirit has work to do and 

wants us partnering in the work.  Maybe it’s 

time for a model change.  As mentioned in 

the Luke 10 Guiding Team Report in this 

issue of The Inspirer, we’ll begin that 

congregational conversation this summer. 

Blessings, 

Lanny 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Join me this summer in making music for 

worship!  "Sunday Sings" are a tradition at 

NCC where anyone who shows up at 9:00 

AM on Sunday morning is the "choir" that 

morning.  There will be ways for everyone to 

participate, both young and old and 

experienced singers and those who are not. 

You don't even have to read music!  Plan to 

come and invite a friend who might like to 

sing or play an instrument in worship.  The 

dates this year are: June 7, 28, July 12, 26. 

We'll meet downstairs in LL 8, the Music 

Suite.  Even if you can only come to one, I 

promise you will have fun!  David 

MINISTER OF CHILDREN’S 

EDUCATION 

One Room Sunday School: June 14, 21, 

July 5, 19.  There is something for each 

child in this class.  Meet in LL 5, 9:00-10:00 

a.m. 
 

Knitting the Mystery: Knitters of all ages 

practice the meditative craft of knitting.  

Everything is provided to start or improve 

your knitting skills while creating prayerful 

gifts for others.  Led by Lesli Lanteigne this 

activity meets every Sunday from 10:00-

10:25 a.m. in LL 4, the Children’s Library. 
 

Thankful for you and the ministry we share, 

Marie  



 

ALONG TIPTON LANE 

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 

HEALTH CARE FACILITY 

Mary K. Nichols, Millers Merry Manor 

7440 N. 825 E., Hope, IN 47246 

Henrietta Owens, Keepsake Village 

Emerson Sutton, Columbus Health and 

Rehab 

HEALTH CONCERNS 

Mia Bauman, Bill Conard, Eddie (Baxter) 

Ellis, Wendy Fox, Sally Gant, Helen 

Haddad, Louis Harvey, Bill Martin, Scoop 

Owens, Jean Prather, Chuck Shaw, Elwood 

Wesley. 

WELCOME TO THE WORLD 

Isabella Aaliyah Jefferson was born 

Wednesday, May 29 at 12:39 a.m., weighing 

9 pounds, 15 ounces and measuring 21 ½ 

inches long. Parents are Corey and Shawna 

Jefferson, and proud grandparents are Earl 

and Brenda Smith. 

WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT 
Because you have shared in their lives with 

your friendship and love John and Mindy 

Lewis invite you to join them at the marriage 

of their daughter Alexis McWilliams to 

David Alexander Trocki son of Marian and 

Elizabeth Trocki Saturday, the twenty-fifth of 

July two thousand and nine at three-thirty in 

the afternoon at North Christian Church, 850 

Tipton Lane, Columbus, Indiana 

CONGRATULATIONS TO . . .  

. . . Dr. Cliff Cain upon the publication of two 

books he has authored, “An Ecological 

Theology: Reunderstanding Our Relation to 

Nature,” published April 4, 2009 by The 

Edwin Mellen Press, and “Down to Earth: 

Religious Paths toward Custodianship of 

Nature,” to be published June 1, 2009 by 

Rowman and Littlefield.  He also received 

the Faculty Excellence in Scholarship Award 

at Franklin College’s Honors Convocation on 

May 5.  Congratulations, Cliff! 

 

. . . Claire Jones who was awarded the 

ACBL Life Master; an award earned in 

competition duplicate bridge by participating 

in local, regional and national tournaments.  

Claire was honored by the local club.  

Congratulations, Claire! 

 

. . . Patrick Lawler for the success of his 

Destination Imagination team at Parkside 

Elementary School!  His “Lightening 

Warriors” team won second place in regional 

competition, first in state competition, and 

placed 23
rd

 in their competition category at 

the Global Finals held in Knoxville, TN on 

the campus of the University of Tennessee.  

Some 903 teams and 7,000 people 

competed at the Global Finals in elementary, 

middle, and secondary school divisions. 

 

Destination Imagination is a creative 

problem solving competition.  The “Technical 

Challenge” part of the competition takes 

place in one of several different categories.  



 

The Lightening Warriors competed in the 

"Operation Cooperation" challenge, in which 

the team had to build two machines that 

would work together to accomplish certain 

tasks (towing, lifting, tying a knot, release 

and catch, etc.)  They also had to write and 

perform a skit based in another country (they 

chose Ancient Greece).  Patrick sewed the 

costumes and wrote most of the skit.  

Teams also had to learn how to do "Instant 

Challenges," in which the Lightening 

Warriors did very well.  Congratulations also 

to his mom, Joy, who participated as Team 

Manager.  Way to go, Patrick! 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION 

The family of Natalie Fairhead reports that 

she is doing great and has had a miraculous 

recovery.  She wishes to thank us for our 

prayers and thoughtfulness. 

Liturgical Arts Assistance: Many thanks to 

Terry Shaw and Bart Kreps for hanging the 

Pentecost Banners from the oculus.  Thanks 

also to Sandy Welliver, Debby Shaw, 

Karen and Neal Whitson for helping with 

the other banners.  We really appreciate it!!  

Facilities Manager: Thanks to Don 

Welliver for his continued service as the 

Facilities Manager; keeping the building 

running smoothly and saving NCC quite a bit 

of money by doing in-house repairs as much 

as possible. 

Bread Bakers and Greeters:  Thanks to the 

following members of North Christian Church 

for serving as Bread Bakers and Greeters in 

the month of June: Jim and June Munt, 

Ruth Davee, Geneva Timmons, and Marty 

Winslow 

Office Angels: Thanks to Eva Mae 

Fuetterer, Debby Shaw, Doris Traylor, 

Sandy Welliver, and Nancy Aurand-Humpf 

for serving as Office Angels while Denise 

was away on vacation.  Your help with 

directing calls and greeting guests was 

greatly appreciated! 

Inspirer Volunteers: Special thanks to 

Debby Shaw, Doris Traylor, and Eva Mae 

Fuetterer for preparing the last Inspirer for 

mailing.  Your gift of time and talent is such a 

blessing! 

Flower Bed by the NCC Entrance Sign:  A 

special thanks to the anonymous 

gardener(s) who maintains lovely flowers in 

the entrance flower bed just off Tipton Lane.  

The bed was adorned with beautiful pansies 

this spring and now is covered with lovely red 

and orange perennial flowers.  Thank you! 

Sunday Counters: Thank you to Larry 

Johnson, Don Welliver, Terry Shaw, 

Debby Shaw, Merilyn Tansil and Bart 

Kreps for serving as counters on Sunday 

Mornings. (Special thanks to Jacob, Jordan 

and Ashleigh Johnson for helping their Dad 

with counting….you are wonderful!) 

NEW IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
A copy of Tony Dungy's book "Quiet 

Strength" has been donated to the church 

library by Keith Moore.  Thank you, Keith! 

LUKE 10 GUIDING TEAM NEWS



 

On Saturday May 2
nd

 your Luke 10 guiding 

team gathered with guiding teams from four 

sister churches in the region for another 

“Living on the Edge” training session. We 

had a great day! We received the training 

that we need to help us prepare for the next 

step in the transformation process, and the 

opportunity to share with other 

congregations. 

 

Sometime this month, we will be receiving 

the results of the church surveys and 

“listening” interviews that were recently 

completed. The results will come to us in the 

form of reports containing charts, 

percentages, and written comments. 

The guiding team will be sharing the reports 

with you soon. We will do this by forming 

small listening groups. These groups will 

begin meeting over the summer. You are 

invited to participate! We will provide you 

with more details as they become available 

to us. 

 

Thank you for participating in the church 

survey and listening interview process. 

Because of you, I am happy to report that we 

had a great level of participation. Stay tuned 

for more information. Exciting things are 

happening on the edge!  

 Yours in Christ, 

 Nancy Aurand-Humpf

GOOD NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE GRADUATES! 
You have reached significant milestones 
through your hard work and the love and 
support of your families, and we as 
members of this congregation are proud of 
you too. 
 
As each of you prepare for the next step in 
your life journey, let me encourage you to 
engage in service to others because 
wherever you will reside, there will be 
communities of people who need a helping 
hand. 
 
One way you might consider helping, and in 
fact, where this entire congregation can help 
even further is in the schools… 
 
Whether pre-school, kindergarten through 
high school; or even in post secondary 
schools…    students, teachers, and 
administrators could use our help. 
 

I spend most of my waking hours engaged in 
work that is at the intersection of education 
and the future of our regional economy in, 
what for the most part is rural Southeast 
Indiana.  And because of the work we are 
doing here, we find ourselves meeting with 
folks from Fort Wayne, Evansville, and 
Central Indiana as well as folks from other 
states, as we attempt to support and 
improve the “learning system” for all age 
students. 
 
Everyone is concerned about the same thing 
---- an economy that will require a more 
educated citizenry than at any time in our 
history.  And while our economy is struggling 
right now, it will turn around and there won’t 
be sufficient numbers of people with the 
requisite skills to accomplish the work at 
hand… in part because our region and state 
is getting older and fewer people are being 



 

born but also because of the need for higher 
skills acquired through education. 
 
Many students in our state, region, and 
community need our help.  Consider the 
following statistics for our region… 
 
30% of our students drop out before they 
graduate from high school… that equates to 
nearly 1,000 students each year. 
 
25% of adults do not possess a high school 
diploma 
 
Only 15.5% of adults have a bachelors 
degree or above contrasted to our state 
(approximately 23%) and our country 
(approximately 26%.) 
 
And our youngest citizens? 
 
Nearly 30% of children are not ready to learn 
when they enter kindergarten and about 
30% of 2

nd
 graders are not reading on grade 

level by the end of second grade.  This is a 
very important statistic.  Why?  Because a 
child has a 1 in 8 chance of every catching 
up educationally if she or he is not able to 
read by end of second grade.  And while 
there are excellent programs like Book 
Buddies for which several congregation 
members volunteer, we need to do even 
more from a systemic point of view. 
 
If you look a little more deeply into our own 
community of Columbus, you will also find 
that the children of Latino families are 
achieving at only 25% of the general 
population and more and more of our 
children are living at or nearer the poverty 
level--- 
 
52% of our kindergarten and first graders 
are eligible for free and or reduced lunch and 
there is a direct correlation between this 
statistic and the readiness of a child to 
learn… 

 
Contrast this to just 35 years ago when my 
wife Debbie and I graduated from the first 
class of Columbus North High School… only 
10 per cent of students were eligible for free 
and reduced lunch…. 
 
So, what is the GOOD NEWS in all this 
alarming data… because the data is really 
after all, talking about our fellow human 
beings… 
 
Each one of us, and perhaps our entire 
congregation has an opportunity to witness 
in ways we might not even be dreaming 
imaginable ….  One person or one small 
group of people can turn an idea like Book 
Buddies into a program that serves 
hundreds of kids supported by even greater 
numbers of adults….   
 
Or one person, such as Dilhara Paranava 
from our congregation, who several years 
ago when she was a  student at East High 
School, decided to turn her Senior Project 
into what has now become the Turning Point 
Dance Marathon that raises nearly $100,000 
a year to support victims of domestic 
violence. 
 
Or consider the Flood Recovery Efforts that 
started out with a small gathering of people 
including Lanny that has turned into 
thousands of volunteers serving thousands 
of people ravaged by the flood of almost a 
year ago… 
 
I truly believe that there is a focus that we as 
a congregation could pursue to change the 
future of our community, our region, and our 
world…  what that one thing is we have to 
yet discover…  it could be taking on the task 
of ensuring that ALL children are ready for 
learning…  it could be about helping our 
Latino brothers and sisters in a more 
pronounced way…  it could be about adult 
education, it could be about something else 



 

entirely different because as I look around 
this sanctuary I see the faces of many, many 
people who witness through mission…  how 
could we pool all these missionaries and 
change the world?  Opportunity abounds… 

Being of service to others through mission, 
reaching out in Christ-like service beyond 
this sanctuary and the walls of this church, 
into our community, what better gift do we 
have to give?   John Burnett 

May 24, 2009

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Kelli Henry  
Daughter of Scott and Lynne Henry 
Columbus East High School  
Plans to attend Indiana University 
Elementary Education Major 

Jerad Davis Kendall 
Son of Kerry and Trudi Ellison Kendall 
Columbus East High School 
Plans to attend Indiana University 

Benjamin Matheny 
Son of Mark Matheny 
Indiana Academy at Ball State  
Plans to attend Purdue University 
Pre Pharmacy Major 

Garrett McGillivray 
Son of Rod and Katrina McGillivray 
Grandson of Merilyn Tansil 
Columbus East High School 
Plans to attend Indiana University 
Macro Economics/History Major 

Ashley Smith 
Daughter of Earl and Brenda Smith 
Columbus North High School  
Plans to attend DePauw University 

Psychology Major 

COLLEGE GRADUATES 
Jenna Gonsalves 

Daughter of Brad and Jeannine 
Gonsalves 
University of South Carolina 
Bachelors Degree in Business 
Seeking employment in NE Mississippi 

Kate Hamilton 
Daughter of David Hamilton and Sheryl 
Elston 
Kenyon College 
Bachelors Degree in Music 

David Moore 
Grandson of Keith and Hester Moore 
Nephew of Jennifer Manning 
DePauw University 
Bachelors Degree in Chemistry) 
Medical School 

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
Jerry Karr 

University of the South 
4 Year Program 
Theological Education by Extension 

LECTIONARY READINGS
SUNDAY, June 7, 2009 

Trinity Sunday 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 28 

Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17 

 

SUNDAY, June 14, 2009 



 

I Samuel 15:34-16:13 or 
Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Psalm 20 or 
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 

II Corinthians 5:6-10; 14-17 or 
II Corinthians 5:6-17 

Mark 4:26-34 

SUNDAY, June 21, 2009 
I Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49 or 

Job 38:1-11 
Psalm 9:9-20 or 

Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 
II Corinthians 6:1-13 

Mark 4:35-41 
 

SUNDAY, June 28, 2009 
II Samuel 1:1, 17-27 or 

Wis. of Sol. 1:13-15, 2:23-24 
Psalm 130 or 

Psalm 30 
II Corinthians 8:7-15 

Mark 5:21-43 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Tolling of Church Bells: June 7, 2009 at 

5:00 p.m.  As we approach the first 

anniversary of the devastating June 7, 2008 

flood, we will commemorate our spirit of 

community and cooperation by dedicating 

two high water markers: one at the 

Seventeenth Street Bridge and the other at 

the wooden bridge in Mill Race Park.  As 

part of this June 7, 2009 ceremony and in 

our effort to show how our faith brought us 

through this tragic event, we respectfully 

request that all church bells chime for one 

minute at exactly 5:00 p.m. City Hall 

Dinner Out Group:  Wednesday, June 10 at 

5:30 p.m. at Grindstone Charley’s located on 

Central Avenue, Columbus.  Call Geneva 

Timmons at 372-4989 for more details.  

Everyone is welcome! 

General Assembly: takes place July 29 

through August 2
nd

 in Indianapolis.  Watch 

for upcoming announcements regarding day 

and evening trips from Columbus to 

participate in inspirational worship and 

workshop. 

Women of Faith: Plans are being made to 

take a group of women to “Women of Faith” 

on August 7
th
 and 8

th
 at the Conseco 

Fieldhouse in Indianapolis.  The group rate 

is $79.00 per person.  If interested in 

attending this uplifting event, please contact 

Debby Shaw at 342-6508. 
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  Sunday Schedule Contact Information   

  8:00 a.m. Morning News Class Phone: 812.372.1531 
  9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages Fax: 812.378.9081 
10:00 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments www.northchristianchurch.com 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service lanny@northchristianchurch.com 
11:45 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments marie@northchristianchurch.com 

(Handicap Accessible ~ Childcare provided) david@northchristianchurch.com 
  denise@northchristianchurch.com 

  Church Staff About the Inspirer  

Dr. Lanny C. Lawler ……...............….....Senior Minister 
Rev. Marie F. Fleming ….…………Children’s Education 
David C. Sims ……………………....….Director of Music 
Denise A. Packer ...................................Office Manager 
Brenda Smith ……………....……....…Weekly Custodian 
Clint Imel ...............................……….Sunday Custodian 
Jannis Smith …………………………Childcare Provider 

The in-spire-er is published bi-weekly by the North Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ); Denise A. Packer, editor. Send 
address changes to 850 Tipton Lane, Columbus, IN 47201.  
Email articles to denise@northchristianchurch.com. The 
editor reserves the right to edit articles for grammar, 
spelling, length, and content.  VOLUME 09 – ISSUE 10. 
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