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“With Glad and Generous Hearts” 
Summer, the season of sunny days and family vacations, has arrived.  As we enjoy the lovely 
weather of the coming months, let us also rejoice that the love of Jesus Christ is alive in his 
children. 

The Lord has touched the hearts of many at North Christian Church and compelled them to give 
to “Retire the Debt”.  Because of these gifts we have decreased the Operating Fund debt from 
$21,634.68 to $7,808.68.  Gifts totaling $5,000 were received prior to “Retire the Debt” Sunday 
and $8,026.00 was received on Sunday, June 14

th
 in worship.  Additional gifts totaling $800.00 

was received on Sunday, June 21
st
.  We have also received pledges totaling $4,000 for “Retire 

the Debt” which will decrease the Operating Fund debt from $7,808.68 to $3,808.68. 

Your family at North Christian Church thanks you for your generosity. We pray that you continue 
sharing, not only with your church, but with all those around you in need of the blessings of mercy 
of Jesus Christ. 

KENYA MISSION TRIP UPDATE 

Good News! 

Jesus said in: Mark 16:15 - "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation."  
Those words spoken by the Lord are at the heart of our desire to share the Gospel with the world 
through the Missions of North Christian Church.  This week, Joshua Kiilu, Sheryl Elston, David 
Hamilton, and Neal Whitson, will be traveling to Machakos Kenya.  We believe that the call God 
has placed upon their lives, coupled with their willingness to serve is an answer to prayer as we 
can read in: Luke 10:2 - He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.  

This mission team will work on the AIC-Katissa Church/Education Center that was started over 
two years ago.  They will participate in worship, Sunday School, and provide a medical clinic for 
members of the church and surrounding neighbors.  Thanks to generous gifts, they will be 
furnishing the following to AIC-Katissa Church: new red choir robes, handmade choir stoles, 
hundreds of new coloring books, hundreds of new boxes of crayons, gently used prescription eye 
glasses and sunglasses, and finally, $12,000 to help with the on-going construction of the Katissa 
Church/Educational Center. 

Please be in prayer for this ongoing ministry and for our mission team June 25
th
 through July 13

th
. 
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FROM THE STAFF

MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Near life’s end and after leading the 
Israelites through the wilderness for 40 
years, Moses declares to the Hebrews:  
“God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among your own people.” 
(Deuteronomy 18:15)  Have you ever 
wondered what those words “like me” might 
mean?  Has my looks?  Has a sister?  Was 
miraculously saved at birth? 

A clue might lie embedded in the words, 
“from among your people.”  “Like me” means 
“like you”, which translates into “like us.” 
“From among your people” indicates it will 
not be an angel with wings, nor a 
disembodied voice speaking from heaven, 
but someone like you or me who speaks the 
language of the people and is a person they 
understand and to whom they can relate. 

Two implications flow out of such an 
observation.  First, we should look for God in 
the ordinary.  If we are looking for some 
extraordinary sign from God, we may be on 
the wrong track.  God comes to us through 
the words and deeds of people we know in 
ways we understand, if we will but take the 
time to listen and observe. 

Second, God may be calling someone like 
you or me to deliver a gospel message of 
hope, or peace, or comfort, or challenge.  
While God transcends our abilities of 
comprehension, God is also a loving power 
so close as to dwell inside us and work 
through us.  God actually gives such gifts to 
us (see 1 Corinthians 12:1-11) 

Think of it:  this day you could be prophet! 
Blessings, 

Lanny 

MINISTER OF CHILDREN’S 

EDUCATION 
Having spent the first two weeks of June in 
the Hoosier National Forest at a 
Permaculture Design course, and another 
half week counseling at church camp, I have 
to say I have a new appreciation for air 
conditioning, potable water, and a good 
night’s sleep.   

More important, however, is a renewed 
sense of gratitude for the goodness of God’s 
green earth and for all who take its 
stewardship to heart – including the care of 
its human children. 

“Earth Care, People Care, Fair Share” are 
the three simple ethics of permaculture:  
Taking care of the Earth and all its gifts, 
taking care that basic human needs for 
sustenance, community and meaningful 
work are met, and making sure everyone 
has a fair share – it all sounds a lot like the 
things Jesus taught us to value.  There’s 
never been a more urgent call for action nor 
more grace offered for its realization. 

General Assembly is coming up with its 
theme “For the Healing of the Earth.”  
Whether you’re going for the entire event or 
just driving up for Wednesday evening 
worship (carpooling is planned), we hope 
you find a renewed sense of gratitude for the 
earth, for the life each has been given, and 
for the opportunity to join hands with 
brothers and sisters in Christ to extend 
grace to each and all, according to their 
need.  Blessings, 
 Marie  



 

ALONG TIPTON LANE 

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO . . .  

. . .Etta Wesley and family upon the death of 

Elwood Wesley on June 16, 2009.  
Elwood.  Condolences may be sent to Etta 
at 2317 Newton Street, Columbus, IN 
47201. 

. . . the family of Mary K. Nichols, who died 
on June 19, 2009 at Miller’s Merry Manor, 
Hope.  Condolences may be sent to her son 
Lee Nichols at 3830 Peppertree Lane, 
Columbus, Indiana 47203 and her daughter 
E. Kay Stepp at 3043 S. W. Bennington 
Drive, Portland, Oregon 97205. 

May God’s peace comfort these families in 
their time of grief. 

HEALTH CARE FACILITY 
Henrietta Owens, Keepsake Village 
Emerson Sutton, Col. Health and Rehab 

HEALTH CONCERNS 
Del Barnes, Mia Bauman, Bill Conard, 
Eddie (Baxter) Ellis, Wendy Fox, Sally Gant, 
Louis Harvey, Bill Martin, Scoop Owens, 
Jean Prather, Lois Prewitt, Chuck Shaw, 
David Smith. 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION 

Thanks to Terry Shaw and Bart Kreps for 
using their climbing ability to take down the 
Pentecost Banners from the oculus. Thanks 

to Don Welliver for helping put them back 
up on the banner storage rack. 

Thank you to Eva Mae Fuetterer, Doris 

Traylor, and Debby Shaw for serving as 
Inspirer Volunteers for the June 3, 2009 
issue. 

Special thanks to Debby Shaw for helping 
the staff compile and prepare the 2008 
Permanent Funds Annual Report for mailing.  
You were a life saver! 

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE…? 
All members and friends of North Christian 

Church are encouraged to think of at least 1 

or more friends or family members to invite 

to attend church with you. The best invitation 

of course, would be to a person or family 

who does not attend church anywhere at all, 

however we are sure the invitations will not 

be exclusive in this manner. 

Statistics have shown that the most effective 

manner in building Church attendance is by 

the invitation of a friend or family member. 

The goal is not just to build Church 

attendance, but to quite possibly change 

lives for eternity! 

You are encouraged to take a moment right 

now and begin to make a list of 5-10 people 

you would consider inviting to North 

Christian Church.  Then, take the list and 

offer prayer for each name and ask the Holy 

Spirit to lead you to the right time and place 

in which you will offer your invitation, and 

then...go for it! 



 

FROM THE TRUSTEES

EAST AND WEST FLOWER BEDS 

The trustees are enlisting your help to 

remove weeds from the East and West 

flower beds. All of the rain has produced 

more weeds than we expected. If you can 

provide a few minutes it would be greatly 

appreciated. A pair of gloves is 

recommended as some of the weeds have 

stickers. Any help would be greatly 

appreciated. If everyone does a little, a lot is 

accomplished. 

ENERGY CONSERVATION 

The Trustees are trying to conserve energy. 
Our utility bill can be over $5,000 a month in 
the A/C season. We are hopeful that by 
closing blinds to keep the sun from shinning 
in and adjusting the temperature to around 
76 degrees we can lower our utility costs. 
Last year we incorporated three setback 
thermostats and now we are raising the 
setting a couple of degrees. We have also 
installed shade control rods so the blinds 
can be closed when you are not using the 
upper level rooms. Father’s Day was a little 
warmer than usual in the sanctuary due to 
an A/C malfunction.  

DWM NEWS

14
TH

 QUADRENNIAL ASSEMBLY 

FOR WOMEN 
June 23 – 27, 2010 

Greensboro, North Carolina 

Registration $375.00 

I will be at the General Assembly July 29 

through August 2, and will gather more 

details about Quadrennial. I would like 

anyone who is interested  to meet after 

church August 9 to discuss preliminary plans 

to attend. We’ll have a light lunch during our 

meeting. Caroline S Cox-Smith 

 cscoxsmith@yahoo.com 

SERVICE PROJECT 
Disciples Women’s Missions are suggesting 

an all church service project for the months 

of July and August. Youth Hope has a wish 

list and quite a few items needed are listed: 

Laundry detergent, fabric softener, 

shampoo, conditioner, hair spray, toilet 

paper, paper towels, bleach, furniture polish, 

toilet bowl cleaner, scrubbing bubbles & 

shower cleaner. 

Also, bath towels, washcloths, twin bed 

sheet sets and kitchen towels and 

dishcloths. 

Gift cards from Wal-Mart, K-Mart, Target or 

groceries are appreciated. 

There are large plastic boxes in the coat 

room by the women’s bathroom to place 

your items when you bring them to church. I 

will see they are delivered. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Caroline S. Cox-Smith 

DWM President

mailto:cscoxsmith@yahoo.com


 

LECTIONARY READINGS

SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2009 
II Samuel 1:1, 17-27 or 

Wis. of Sol. 1:13-15, 2:23-24 
Psalm 130 or Psalm 30 

II Corinthians 8:7-15 
Mark 5:21-43 

SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2009 
II Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 or 

Ezekiel 2:1-5 
Psalm 48 or Psalm 123 
II Corinthians 12:2-10 

Mark 6:1-13 

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2009 
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 or 

Amos 7:7-15 
Psalm 24 or Psalm 85:8-13 

Ephesians 1:3-14 
Mark 6:14-29 

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2009 
2 Samuel 7:1-14a or 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 89:20-37 or Psalm 23 

Ephesians 2:11-22 
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

“Edible Landscapes and Other Natural 

Wonders” is the theme for a special 
intergenerational summer series Sunday, 
July 26, 27 and 28.   

Did you know that daylilies are delicious?  
That you can have a garden without a 
rototiller? That if you bury a log under your 
raised bed, you’ve got a water sink that will 
get your plants through the driest season?  
Or that a couple of chickens in the yard can 
mow your lawn and give you breakfast at the 
same time?  Bring the whole family to this 
event and celebrate the many ways God’s 
creation can provide for our needs with just a 
little help from each of us!  Hands on 
activities and fun take-aways.   Sign up in 

the Narthex or contact Marie Fleming at 
flemingmf@earthlink.net for more 
information.   

Sunday, July 26 - 12:00-1:00 “Taste of 

Nature” Sample nature’s bounty with 
seasonal treats.  Monday and Tuesday, July 

27 and 28, 6:30-8:00 PM in the Lower Level 
Lounge and Auditorium. 

LET’S WORSHIP AT GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY!  We’re going to the Opening 
Worship service at the Indianapolis 
Convention Center on Wednesday evening, 
July 29.  Carpooling or a rental van will get 
us there.  Interested?  Sign up in the Narthex 
or contact the church office, 812-372-1531.  

GIRLS WRITE: A Young Authors Workshop 
for Junior High girls.  Participants will attend 
three sessions and write three books – and 
have a lot of fun in the process! Thursday 
evenings, July 30 and August 6, and 
Wednesday evening, August 12 from 6:30-
8:30 in the North Christian auditorium. 
Registration fee is $10, payable at the first 

session.  For information, contact Nicole 

Lanteigne at 812-374-6863. 

WOMEN OF FAITH: August 7
th
 and 8

th
 at 

the Conseco Fieldhouse in Indianapolis. 

mailto:flemingmf@earthlink.net
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  Sunday Schedule Contact Information   

  8:00 a.m. Morning News Class Phone: 812.372.1531 
  9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages Fax: 812.378.9081 
10:00 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments www.northchristianchurch.com 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service lanny@northchristianchurch.com 
11:45 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments marie@northchristianchurch.com 

(Handicap Accessible ~ Childcare provided) david@northchristianchurch.com 
  denise@northchristianchurch.com 

  Church Staff About the Inspirer  

Dr. Lanny C. Lawler ……...............….....Senior Minister 
Rev. Marie F. Fleming ….…………Children’s Education 
David C. Sims ……………………....….Director of Music 
Denise A. Packer ...................................Office Manager 
Brenda Smith ……………....……....…Weekly Custodian 
Clint Imel ...............................……….Sunday Custodian 
Jannis Smith …………………………Childcare Provider 

The in-spire-er is published bi-weekly by the North Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ); Denise A. Packer, editor. Send 
address changes to 850 Tipton Lane, Columbus, IN 47201.  
Email articles to denise@northchristianchurch.com. The 
editor reserves the right to edit articles for grammar, 
spelling, length, and content.  VOLUME 09 – ISSUE 11. 
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