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GENERAL BOARD MEETINGS CALLED

The General Board will meet immediately following worship on July 19 AND July 26 in
the Conference Room. It is imperative that all board members be present; fourteen
members of the General Board constitute a quorum according to the By-Laws. If board
members are unable to attend these meetings, they are asked to designate a substitute
with voting rights from the same classification they represent (i.e.: if you serve on the
General Board representing the Deacons and cannot be in attendance, your substitute
would need to be a member currently serving as Deacon).

The purpose for the July 19" meeting is to revote the Safe Church Policy, the 2009-10
slate of officers, and the Permanent Funds Policy revisions. The purpose for the July
26" meeting is to call for a second vote on the Permanent Funds Policy revisions. The
reason for these votes is due to there not being a quorum at the General Board
meetings on the dates these issues were first approved.

General Board members are asked to email Trudi Ellison-Kendall, Chairperson of the
Congregation, at tekgelken@iquest.net to let her know if they will be in attendance or
who their designated substitute will be.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SCHEDULED

There will be a Congregational meeting on Sunday, August 2" immediately after
worship in the Lower Level Lounge to vote on the Permanent Funds Revisions and the
2009-10 slate of officers.
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CONGO MISSION PARTNERS ARRIVE IN INDIANAPOLIS
WILL SPEAK IN SEYMOUR JULY 19™

Rev. ILUMBE Ndjongo and his wife, Mama Rosette, arrived in Indianapolis Thursday
evening, July 2. They will be guests of the Indiana Region for five weeks. Over 100
Hoosier Disciples gathered at the Indianapolis International Airport to welcome the
couple.

Central Christian Church in
Seymour invites area
Disciples to an evening with
Rev. Ndjongo and his wife
Rosette on July 19™ at 6:00
p.m. An ice cream social
and fellowship time will
follow.

Rev. llumbe is Principal
Supervising Pastor (PSP) of
the Mbandaka District of the
10th Community—Disciples of
Christ in the Congo (10-

Rev. llumbe celebrates his joy at being in Indianapolis. Rev CDCC). He expressed great
Sandra Gourdet (left), Africa Executive for Global Ministries and joy at being in Indianapolis, _a
Rev. Richard Spleth (right), Regional Minister for the Christian | place he has known all his
Church in Indiana, were among the delegation welcoming Rev. life as the home of the
llumbe and Rosette to Indiana. missionaries who came to

his country beginning over

100 years ago.

The Mbandaka District and the Christian Church in Indiana entered into a mission
partnership in May 2008.

Hoosier Disciples have the opportunity to welcome other Disciples guests. Rev.
BONANGA Eliki, General Secretary and Legal Representative of the Disciples
Community in the Congo and his wife, Mama Anna, will be arriving at the Indianapolis
International Airport at 5:29 p.m. on Sunday, July 26.

Rev. Bonanga will be a major speaker at the General Assembly of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada when it meets in Indianapolis July
29-August 2. All Indiana Disciples are invited to come to the airport to welcome Rev.
Bonanga and Mama Anna to Indiana.
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FROM THE STAFF

MINISTER’S MUSINGS

Rev. Dr. Lanny C. Lawler

After this the Lord appointed seventy others
and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to
every town and place where he himself
intended to go. He said to them, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send
out laborers into his harvest.” Luke 10:1-2

Some jobs are easier done by yourself, like
threading a needle. You hold the needle in
one hand, the thread in the other, squint your
eyes, and soon you are done. But if you try
to have someone help you, for example
holding the needle for you, the job gets more
difficult.

Some jobs, however, are much easier to do
with a group. Farming is an example.
Through much of the year, a few people can
manage a farm. But when produce is ripe
and the crops are ready to harvest, you need
as many people as you can get. The more
the merrier--what seems insurmountable for
1 or 2 becomes fun and doable with a
crowd!

Sharing love, spreading peace, and working
for justice are things that work better with a
group. Jesus knew the truth of that, so he
surrounded himself with disciples, and urged
those same disciples he sent out in mission
to pray to God for more companions in the
work.

The time is always ripe for sharing love. The
time is always ripe for bringing joy, healing,
and comfort to neighbors. Volunteering,
working with children, caring for seniors—
there is so much opportunity in the world to
be a blessing to others. The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few. But each
of us can make the pool of laborers just a
little bit bigger. And we can pray God to
send us companions in the work. Blessings,

Lanny

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
David C. Sims

WOMEN'S ENSEMBLE

I'm organizing a women's choral ensemble
to sing in worship on August 23rd. All
women who would like to sing, whether or
not you normally are in choir, are
encouraged to take part! We'll meet briefly
after worship on July 19th to hand out music
and discuss rehearsal times. Right now they
are likely to be on Sundays after church.
Feel free to contact me with any questions.

MINISTER OF CHILDREN’S
EDUCATION

Rev. Marie F. Fleming

Liturgically, the months of summer are part
of Ordinary Time, but we who inhabit a four-
season climate know summer is a special
season indeed, with a pace and rhythm all
its own. North Christian Church folk, along
with our neighbors and friends, enjoy a
range of activities that keep us busy or



refresh us as only summer can. We meet at
4-H fairs and farmer’'s markets, take family
vacations and attend family reunions, go to
camps of all kinds (church, scout, band),
play ball, ride our bikes, paddle our canoes
and follow the racing circuit. We tend our
gardens and “take air” on the front porch.
We venture out on mission trips and stay at
home with good books. Here are a few
more options for your summertime
consideration — special offerings that happen
only this season. Please contact Marie
Fleming at flemingmf@earthlink.net or the
people listed below if you'd like to learn
more.

May you be blessed and a blessing,
Marie

Singers and other joyful noise-makers, join
us for SUNDAY SING on July 26 from 9:00-
10:00 AM in the Music Suite. This choir for
all ages is led by Music Director, David
Sims. We will prepare special music for
leading in worship that day.

GIRLS WRITE (For a Change!) A girls-only
writing workshop for Middle School-aged
young women

This three-session series will feature a
variety of fun writing exercises, snacks, open
mike session, and three take-home books!
A registration fee of $10 covers all
instruction, supplies, snacks and take-home
books. Scholarships are available.
Instructors are Nicole Lanteigne and Amalia
Howard. Meet in the Auditorium from 6:30-
8:30 PM on Thursday, July 30, Thursday,
August 6, and Wednesday, August 12.

Spread the word among the girls you know
and encourage them to attend! For more
information and to register, contact Nicole at
NL21@evansville.edu.

CELEBRATE THE GIFTS OF GOD’S
GREEN EARTH

Children of God — all ages! Invite your
neighbors, friends, family and co-workers to
attend these upcoming events, all of which
relate to the General Assembly theme of
healing the earth.

We begin with Taste of Nature on Sunday,
July 26, immediately following worship in the
narthex. This is a special fellowship time for
sampling treats made with local and
surprising ingredients, such as Rosemary
Sugar Cookies and Lavender Ice Cream.
Also, try more familiar treats such as
homemade mozzarella and persimmon
pudding.

EDIBLE LANDSCAPES AND OTHER
NATURAL WONDERS:

An intergenerational series on principles and
practices of a sustainable lifestyle.

All ages will enjoy hands-on learning,
demonstrations, how-to's, games, take-a
ways, delicious local-food snacks and Bible
study. We will learn about no-till gardening,
no-mow lawn care (and breakfast food),
rainwater catchment, honeybees, dairying
and more.

Learn Fun Food facts. Bring garden soil
samples for simple sediment and ph tests.
Do the “Recycle Relay.” Play “Name Your
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Farmer.” Make biodegradable seed pots
and take home the start of a kitchen herb
garden. Learn how to turn weeds into rich
mulch with a simple solar mulch-maker.
We'll make mozzarella cheese and send you
home with special ingredients and
instructions to make your own!

Edible Landscapes takes place Monday
and Tuesday evenings, July 27 and 28, 6:30-
8:45 PM in the Auditorium. There is no
charge to participate but registration is
required. For more information and to
register, please contact Trudi at 812/379-
1081 or tekgelken@iquest.net.

ALONG TIPTON LANE

Finally, GENERAL ASSEMBLY will never be
closer than it is this year. We're filling a 15-
passenger van for a trip to General
Assembly Opening Worship at the
Indianapolis Convention Center on
Wednesday evening, July 29. This will be a
glorious time of praise, prayer and preaching
with thousands of our Disciples brothers and
sisters. Don’t miss out!! Sign up in the
Narthex. We will meet at the church at 6:15
and return by about 10:30 PM. Need a ride
to church? Please make a note when you
sign up.

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS

HEALTH CARE FACILITY
Henrietta Owens, Keepsake Village

Jean Prather, Miller’'s Merry Manor, Hope
Emerson Sutton, Col. Health and Rehab

HEALTH CONCERNS
Del Barnes, Mia Bauman, Bill Conard,

Eddie (Baxter) Ellis, Wendy Fox, Sally Gant,
Louis Harvey, Bill Martin, Scoop Owens,
David Smith, Bobbie Walker.

NOTES OF APPRECIATION

Quiet like — some still day. Going home, but
not away. Thank you for your kindness at
this trying time... The Wesley’s

Dear Friends,

We are pleased to acknowledge your gift to
be added to the Week of Compassion
General Endowment Fund. On behalf of the
entire Foundation staff we extend our
appreciation for this gift. Sincerely,
Cliff Chandler

Christian Church Foundation

Dear North Christian Church:

It is my pleasure to acknowledge your
thoughtful and generous gift of $2500 to
Family School Partners. Thank you on
behalf of the staff and board of Family
School Partners as well as the children and
parents we serve, who are the ultimate
beneficiaries of your support.

As Family School Partners celebrates its 20"
anniversary, we continue to assist parents of
preschool children develop skills as their
child’s first and most important teacher. As
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a result, these children have the positive and
enriching experiences necessary to begin
school fully prepared to succeed.

It is only with the on-going financial support
of friends such as you that we can continue
to serve our families with the in-home
visitation program. Thank you again for
assisting Family School Partners and for the
investment you have made in our families
and our community. Sincerely,
Jacquelyn Douglas
Director
Dear Friends,
Thank you to the congregation of North
Christian Church for your generous support
of the mission of Christian Theological
Seminary with the gift of $2000 to the North
Christian Church Endowed Scholarship
Fund.

Your gift will strengthen the women and men
from all walks of life who come to CTS to
learn, explore, and grow in faith. Thanks to
you, all those who come to CTS to discern
God’s call will have the necessary tools for
success.

Your support of Christian Theological
Seminary will help form the spiritual lives of
many generations. We are grateful for your
partnership, for this gift and the impact it will
have for years to come. It is a blessing to
partner with North Christian in the endeavor
of higher education! Blessings,
Charles H. Webb, Jr.
Dear North Christian Church,
Thank you for your generous contribution of
$2200 to the undesignated permanent funds
of the Council on Christian Unity. Thank you
for your support to the CCU at a time when

we are realizing extremely tough times in our
finances. Sincerely,
Robert Welsh

BASEBALL NEWS FROM NCC

YOUTH

Jordan and Jacob Johnson finished their
summer baseball season off with a big win in
the Championship tournament game. The
team coached by Larry Johnson also placed
first for the season. Brian Shaw was
assistant coach for the team his son, Evan
Shaw, played on, and they were the runners
up in the Championship tournament game.
Patrick Lawler's team was also awarded
trophies for runner up in their Championship
tournament.  Congratulations to all three
teams!

ELDERS LAST SUMMER MEETING

AND DINNER PARTY
Monday, August 3, 2009
6:00 p.m.
Home of Jerry and Sharon Karr

All current Elders and their spouses are
invited to greet the three incoming elders
and say goodbye to the three outgoing
elders. Please bring a dish; dessert or salad
to share with approximately 20 people.
RSVP Jerry Karr at 372-0850.

BOOK REVIEW

In a culture that has lost touch with love,
compassion, and meaning, how can parents
be intentional about building a spiritual
foundation for their children’s development?
In looking to their own upbringing for
guidance, parents often feel even more at a
loss--they don’t want to make the same



mistakes their parents did, so they either
become too strict, or they take a completely
hands-off approach. A pastor, a teacher, and
a mother, Karen Marie Yust, (formerly on
faculty at Christian Theological Seminary,
now at Union Theological Seminary in
Richmond) offers a refreshing array of
resources and provisions to guide and
sustain parents and children on their mutual
journey. Drawn from a three-year study of
children’s spirituality, as well as the best in
theological tradition and literature, Real Kids,
Real Faith provides insight and a variety of
helpful tips for nurturing children’s spiritual
and religious formation. Yust challenges the
prevailing notion that children are unable to
grasp religious concepts and encourages
parents to recognize children as capable of
authentic faith.

In addition to its wealth of practical advice on
how to engage children in authentic faith
practice, Real Kids, Real Faith helps parents

LECTIONARY READINGS

identify their own important role in a child’s
deepening life of faith. This book forges a
path for a child’s spiritual life and invites
parents to share the journey. Be sure and
check it out from the church libray.

CHURCH-WIDE SERVICE

PROJECT
We are collecting items for Youth Hope
during July and August. So far, only one bag
of linens has been donated. Please see the
June 24th Inspirer for suggested items.

QUADRENNIAL PLANNING
All interested in attending Quadrennial
Assembly June 23 - 27, 2010, please plan
on meeting after worship on August 9.

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2009
2 Samuel 7:1-14a or
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 89:20-37 or Psalm 23
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2009
Il Samuel 11:1-15 or
Il Kings 4:42-44
Psalm 14 or Psalm 145:10-18
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21

NORTH CHRISTIAN CHURCH

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2009
Il Samuel 11:26-12:13a or
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15
Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 78:23-29
Ephesians 4:1-16
John 6:24-35

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2009
Il Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 or
| Kings 19:4-8
Psalm 130 or Psalm 34:1-8
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
John 6:35, 41-51
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Sunday Schedule Contact Information

8:00 a.m. Morning News Class

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Fellowship & Refreshments
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
11:45 a.m. Fellowship & Refreshments

(Handicap Accessible ~ Childcare provided)

Phone: 812.372.1531

Fax: 812.378.9081
www.northchristianchurch.com
lanny@northchristianchurch.com
marie@northchristianchurch.com
david@northchristianchurch.com
denise@northchristianchurch.com

Church Sta About the Inspirer

Dr. Lanny C. Lawler ........ccccooviiiiinnannnes Senior Minister
Rev. Marie F. Fleming ...Children’s Education
David C. SIMS ......cocoveiiiiiiiiiien. Director of Music
Denise A. Packer........cccccvviveinincenineen. Office Manager
Brenda Smith ..o, Weekly Custodian
Clint Imel Sunday Custodian

Jannis Smith ... Childcare Provider

The in-spire-er is published bi-weekly by the North Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ); Denise A. Packer, editor. Send
address changes to 850 Tipton Lane, Columbus, IN 47201.
Email articles to denise@northchristianchurch.com. The
editor reserves the right to edit articles for grammar,
spelling, length, and content. VOLUME 09 ¢ ISSUE 12
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