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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SCHEDULED 

There will be a Congregational meeting on Sunday, August 2
nd

 immediately after worship in the 
Lower Level Lounge to vote on the Permanent Funds Revisions and the 2009-10 slate of officers. 

GREETINGS FROM MACHAKOS KENYA!!! 

A report from the Kenya Mission Team 

Everyone that we had met when we first came to Machakos in 2007 was so glad to see us return.  

We had such a 

wonderful trip 

and it was very 

safe – 

especially 

since we were 

connected to 

African Inland 

Church Katissa 

where they 

were doing 

such good 

work in the 

community.  

The area east 

of Nairobi did 

not have the 

violence and 

destruction that 

the areas west 

and north had 

during the political unrest in December.  Also as Joshua states, the Kamba people are much more 

peace loving than some of the other tribes in Kenya. 
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The church has grown since we were there two years ago.  It now has 250-300 children in Sunday 

School, two services (an English and a Kamba service), about 70 in their youth group, and two 

choirs, a singing and dancing youth choir and an Adult Choir of at least forty.  



 

We were blessed with $12,000 in gifts to take with us to Kenya, which was more than twice what 

we received in 2007.  These gifts 

were donated by individuals from 

North Christian Church, the North 

Christian Church 2005-08 Capital 

Campaign Outreach Component, 

the North Christian Church 

Community and World Outreach 

Mission Trip Fund, the Church 

Finance Council’s Week of 

Compassion, the Columbus 

community and individuals within 

the United States. 

The Kenya Mission Team 

members utilized these funds to 

purchase building stone, gravel, 

sand, and concrete, to pay back a church debt, and provide continued funds to sustain the 

building project.  

In addition, North Christian Church and the community sent home-made prayer shawls, choir 

robes, choir robe stoles, sunglasses, prescription glasses, crayons, coloring books, prescription 

medicines, and items for their 

church’s auction.  Speaking of 

their auction; AIC-Katissa 

parishioners raised 250,000.00 

shillings ($3,402.00) for the 

church.  It was a very interesting 

time as they were selling 

chickens, sugar cane, oranges, 

and making individual donations.  

The minister announced each 

member’s name and announced 

how much they were giving as 

they each came forward to 

donate. 

We had a well organized 

medical clinic for two days and saw about 220 patients.  We had five interpreters working with us 



 

that knew English, Kamba, and Swahili.  They ranged from 18 to 48 years of age and were 

teachers, students, and ministers.  

We bought most of our medicines 

from the wholesale pharmacy in 

Machakos for all the patients we 

saw and gave the leftovers to the 

local Health Clinic when we were 

done.  We got all the medicine for 

$100.00 which included antibiotics, 

anti-malarials, NSAID, topical 

antibiotics, Tylenol, vitamins and 

worm medicine. 

In the evenings we had a knitting 

group of about six women who were 

very good knitters but could not 

read patterns. 

AIC-Katissa has a daunting tast.  They are trying to build a church, education-training center in the 

outskirts of the village of Machakos.  This is a village where the average daily wage from small 

scale farming is about $10.00 a day and many live on less, where there are many AIDS-orphans 

and “Seniors” in their 

50’s and 60’s are 

supporting all of their 

extended family.  YET… 

David and I took our bag 

of prescription glasses to 

Ruth’s house.  She was 

the 85 year-old woman 

back in 2007 who asked 

us to bring her glasses 

the next time we came.  

She lives in the poorest 

home I have ever been 

in.  After we found a pair 

of glasses for her, we 

gave her a hug and 

walked away.  She came 



 

after us in a hurry bringing us a 

pineapple that she had gotten at the 

market. 

Out of her poverty she was grateful and 

gracious.  Out of their seemingly 

hopeless situation they are courageous 

and believe in God’s call for their church. 

God, thank you for letting us be a part of 

the great cloud of witnesses that you are 

calling us to be the world over.  Amen. 

Your 2009 Kenya Mission Team, 

Sheryl Elston, David Hamilton, Joshua 

Kiilu, and Neal Whitson 

TERRY SHAW RETURNS FROM MISSIONS 

I bring thanks and prayers from the folks of Bridge City, in the Texas bayou region. They had 

Hurricane Rita in 2005 that took the tops off their houses. They had Hurricane Ike in 2008 that 

flooded the bottom half of their houses. And, they continue to have faith. And, to be soul-level 

grateful for the "church folks" that have come to help them recover their lives. As resident Julie put 

it, "Yes, we had a disastrous storm, but ever since then, we've been blessed." 

This is a preview announcement that there will be another such opportunity to help restore 

someone's life next July. All can help in some way.  Mark your calendar!! 

Terry Shaw 

ALONG TIPTON LANE 
IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 

HEALTH CARE FACILITY 

Henrietta Owens, Keepsake Village 

Jean Prather, Miller’s Merry Manor, Hope 

Emerson Sutton, Col. Health and Rehab 

HEALTH CONCERNS 

Del Barnes, Mia Bauman, Bill Conard, 

Eddie (Baxter) Ellis, Wendy Fox, Sally Gant, 

Louis Harvey, Bill Martin, Scoop Owens, 

David Smith, Bobbie Walker. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
We welcome Bill Conard, brother of Debby 

Shaw, who joined North Christian Church 

on Sunday, July 19, 2009 by transfer of 

membership from Woodville Grace 

Brethren Church, Mansfield, Ohio.  Notes of 

welcome may be sent to Bill at 3696 W. 



 

South Wood Lake Drive, Columbus, IN 

47201.  Welcome, Bill! 

WELCOME TO THE WORLD 
Brayden Thomas Smith was born on July 2, 

2009 in Hawaii at 11:00 

p.m.  He weighed 3 

pounds, 15 ¾ ounces and 

measured 17 inches in 

length.  Parents are 

Tommy and Amy Smith 

and proud grandparents 

are Earl and Brenda Smith. 

YOU ARE INVITED 
Margaret Francis Seifert and Gregory Alan 

Russell invite you to join them at a reception 

celebrating their recent marriage which took 

place on July 6, 2009 in Hanover, Indiana.  

Come celebrate with us on Saturday, 

August 15, 2009 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. at 

the Ivy Tech Community College Rotunda 

located at 590 Ivy Tech Drive in Madison, 

Indiana.  Please R.S.V.P. by August 8 to: 

seifert@hanover.edu.  Please bring only 

your good wishes. 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you all for the great reception for the 

seniors, and for the mouse pad you gave 

me.  They were both real great.  Also, thank 

you all for the support over the years and 

being there for me when I needed it.  It’s 

been great getting to know you all.  

 Jerad Kendall 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you all for your presence, cards, and 

wishes at our 50
th
 wedding anniversary 

reception.  You are special to us and we 

appreciate your kindness. 

 Gus and Adele Potthoff 

Dear North Christian Church, 

This letter is to acknowledge the receipt of 

your contribution in the amount of $5,000 via 

the outreach component of your capital 

campaign.  On behalf of the Love Chapel 

Foundation, Inc., supporting the Ecumenical 

Assembly of Bartholomew County Churches, 

Inc., we thank you very much for your 

generous contribution. 

The foundation was recently formed and we 

are in the process of building and investing a 

perpetual endowment fund for the purpose 

of supporting the Ecumenical Assembly by, 

among other things, supporting new and 

special projects, providing infrastructure, and 

developing a reserve to be used for 

catastrophic needs that the Ecumenical 

Assembly serves in this community. 

Again, we thank you for your generous 

contribution. Yours in Christ, 

 F. Jefferson Crump III, President 

Dear Friends at North Christian Church, 

We are deeply grateful and honored to 

receive your church’s generous gift for the 

endowment fund at Disciples Divinity House 

at Vanderbilt, given to honor and recognize 

three fine pastors from this school who have 

served you well: William O. Paulsell, David 

Shirey, and Lanny Lawler.  This gift is a 

wonderful tribute to faithful ministers and 

faithful congregations living together.  We 
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will be sure to notify all three of your 

gracious gesture. 

 

This gift will enter our general endowment 

and will bring support to ministry students 

preparing here at Vanderbilt Divinity School 

through the Disciples House.  Our mission is 

to shape outstanding ministers and 

theological leaders for the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ).  Over the last seven 

years we have graduated 54 Disciple 

ministry students, of whom 38 are now 

ordained and serving in ministry.  Of those, 

25 have gone into ministry in the local 

church.  For a small institution, we are proud 

of this record!  Your gift will help students far 

into the future as they prepare to serve our 

church.  We are honored to become 

stewards on your behalf and appreciate the 

trust you place in us. 

 

Again, blessings and thanksgiving be to you! 

 Peace, 

 Mark Miller-McLemore, Dean 

A NOTE FROM OUR HISTORIAN 
I read the last Inspirer and would like to 

congratulate all the fine winners we have – 

you have done marvelous.  

Now I need you to help me out.  As Historian 

I try to get all activities and recognition of 

congregational members in the scrapbook. If 

you have articles or pictures of your 

accomplishments, please bring them to me.  

(I will copy and return.)  For both kids and 

adults, this includes ball players, racing, 

Destination Imagination, 4 H awards, and 

golf.  Please leave them in the “Historian” 

mailbox located in the workroom, or better 

yet – just give them to me on Sunday!Thanks and well done everyone! 

Sandy Wilson 

QUADRENNIAL PLANNING 
All interested in attending Quadrennial 

Assembly June 23 - 27, 2010, please plan 

on meeting after worship on August 9. 

LECTIONARY READINGS

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2009 
II Samuel 11:26-12:13a or 

Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 
Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 78:23-29 

Ephesians 4:1-16 
John 6:24-35 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2009 
II Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 or 

I Kings 19:4-8 
Psalm 130 or Psalm 34:1-8 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
John 6:35, 41-51 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2009 
I Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 or 

Proverbs 9:1-6 
Psalm 111 or Psalm 34:9-14 

Ephesians 5:15-20 
John 6:51-58 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2009 
I Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11), 22-30, 41-43 or 

Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
Psalm 84 or Psalm 34:15-22 

Ephesians 6:10-20 
John 6:56-69 
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  Sunday Schedule Contact Information   

  8:00 a.m. Morning News Class Phone: 812.372.1531 
  9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages Fax: 812.378.9081 
10:00 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments www.northchristianchurch.com 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service lanny@northchristianchurch.com 
11:45 a.m.  Fellowship & Refreshments marie@northchristianchurch.com 

(Handicap Accessible ~ Childcare provided) david@northchristianchurch.com 
  denise@northchristianchurch.com 

  Church Staff About the Inspirer  

Dr. Lanny C. Lawler ……...............….....Senior Minister 
Rev. Marie F. Fleming ….…………Children’s Education 
David C. Sims ……………………....….Director of Music 
Denise A. Packer ...................................Office Manager 
Brenda Smith ……………....……....…Weekly Custodian 
Clint Imel ...............................……….Sunday Custodian 
Jannis Smith …………………………Childcare Provider 
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